2015-02-24.  The Tsesarevich and Grand Duke George of Russia visits Moscow and the Kaluga Region
On February 16-22, 2015, H.I.H. The Heir, Tsesarevich, and Grand Duke George of Russia visited Moscow and the Kaluga Region.

On February 16, His Imperial Highness arrived in Moscow.
On February 4/17, on the 110th anniversary of martyrdom of H.I.H. Grand Duke Sergei Alexandrovich, who was assassinated by terrorists on February 4, 1905 in the Moscow Kremlin, Tsesarevich George of Russia attended the Divine Liturgy at the tomb of Grand Duke Sergei Alexandrovich in the Cathedral of St. Roman the Melodious in the Novospasskii Monastery in Moscow (where the ancestors of the House of Romanoff are buried).
The service was officiated by the abbot of the monastery, His Grace Bishop Savva of Voskresensk, and by His Grace Bishop Fotii of Iurgorsk and Niagan, along with other clergy from the city of Moscow.
Also attending the service was the Permanent Representative of the President of Russia in the Central Administrative District, A. D. Beglov; the Chairman of the Moscow City Duma, A. V. Shaposhnikov; a delegation from the Imperial Orthodox Palestinian Society, led by its Chairman, S. V. Stepashin; the Vice Chairman of the Central Bank of the Russian Federation, A. P. Torshin; members of the Chancellery of the Head of the Russian Imperial House, H.I.H. The Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, led by the Director of the Chancellery, A. N. Zakatov; the President of the Ss. Elizabeth and Sergius Educational Society, A. V. Gromova; the great-grandson of H.I.H. Grand Duchess Olga Alexandrovna, Paul Kulikovsky, with his wife, Ludmilla Kulikovsky; the widow of the son of Grand Duke Olga Alexandrovna, Tikhon Kulikovsky, who is Chair of the Grand Duchess Olga Alexandrovna Charitable Foundation, Olga Nikolaevna Kulikovsky; a delegation from the Russian Nobility Association, led by its President, Oleg V. Shcherbachev; a delegation from the civil organization “For Faith and Fatherland,” led by D. B. Solodovnikov, who is also the president of the Grand Duke Sergei Alexandrovich Charity Foundation; the author of a new biography on Grand Duke Sergei Alexandrovich, D. B. Grishin, PhD; and representatives of numerous other social and religious organizations.
After the Liturgy, there was a panikhida (or requiem) service for Grand Duke Sergei Alexandrovich.
Later, in the museum at the Novospasskii Monastery, a new exhibit was formally opened, entitled “The Crown of Life.”  The exhibition includes more than 30 original items from private collections, including Grand Duke Sergei Alexandrovich’s medals, which he received during the Russo-Turkish War of 1877-1878, which were lent to the museum for display at this exhibition by the famous St. Petersburg collector, L. K. Matlin.
On the cathedral square in the Novospasskii Monastery, just in front of the entrance to the cathedral and Romanoff mausoleum, a formal parade took place, where soldiers of the 154th Preobrazhensky Independent Commandant’s Regiment marched in review.  During a wreath-laying ceremony, a wreath from His Imperial Highness was brought forward and laid, with a ribbon containing the following inscription:  “For the Martyred Grand Duke Sergei Alexandrovich from the Tsesarevich and Grand Duke George of Russia.” (For more information, see:  http://tribuna.ru/news/2015/02/18/61467/.)
Having received a blessing from His Grace Bishop Savva of Voskresensk on the many meetings and travels that lay before him during this visit to Russia, and having warmly met and chatted with those who had gathered to honor the memory of Grand Duke Sergei Alexandrovich, Grand Duke George of Russia left the monastery to attend meetings with members of H.I.H.’s Chancellery.
Later that evening, His Imperial Highness met with the Vice-Chairman of the Central Bank of the Russian Federation, A. P. Torshin.
On February 18, the Grand Duke attended a celebration marking the successful completion of the first year of activity of the Belgium-Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce in Russia (CCBLR).  In his welcoming address, His Imperial Highness said:
“I am very pleased to welcome you all to this ceremony marking the successful completion of the first year of activity of the Belgium-Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce in Russia.
“During this difficult year, the Chamber was able to take its rightful place among the many organizations working to develop and strengthen the economic ties between Russia and Europe.

“With its great history and culture, Russia has made a significant contribution to the development of the world’s civilization.  And Russia’s economy is a vital part of the global economy.
“As the Honorary President of the Belgium-Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce, I wish to thank all of those who have supported the initiatives and ideas put forward by the Chamber and who have believed in the usefulness of its activities. 
“I wish especially to thank the Ambassador of the Kingdom of Belgium to Russia, Mr. Alex van Meeuwen, and the Ambassador of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg to Russia, Mr. Pierre Ferring, for their support and cooperation with the activities of the Chamber.
“And, of course, I would like to offer my profound thanks to the Chairman of the Board, Arkadii Arianoff.
“Thank you, Arkadii Andreevich, for your optimism, skill, knowledge, and for your belief in what you are doing for, and contributing to, the Chamber of Commerce!”
Also giving welcoming addresses on this occasion were the Vice-President of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Russian Federation, Georgii Petrov; the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the CCBLR, Arkadii Arianoff; the Head of the Moscow Office of the CCBLR, Oleg Prozorov; the Belgian Ambassador to Russia, Alex van Meeuwen; and the Luxembourg Ambassador to Russia, Pierre Ferring.
Others attending the event included the Bulgarian Ambassador to Russia, Boiko Kotsev; the Swiss Ambassador to Russia, Pierre Helge; the Maltese Ambassador to Russia, Carmel Brincat; representatives from the embassies of Argentina, Slovakia, and other nations.  Also participating were representatives of the Russian Federal and regional governments, and also Belgian, Luxembourg, and Russian business leaders.
After all the welcoming speeches, a document was signed formalizing cooperation between the Belgium-Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce in Russia and Belarus with the Moscow Association of Entrepreneurs.
Then Grand Duke George of Russia presented the certificates of membership in the CCBLR to representatives of several companies that have joined the CCBLR.  (For more information, see:  http://www.tpprf.ru/ru/news/predstavitelstvo-belgiysko-lyuksemburgskoy-torgovoy-palaty-uspeshno-zavershilo-pervyy-god-svoey-rabo-i64780/.)
On February 19, in the offices of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Russian Federation (TPP), His Imperial Highness met with the President of the Chamber, S. N. Katyrin.  Also at the meeting were the Vice-President of the TPP, G. G. Petrov; the Director of the Department of External Relations and Collaborations with Business Councils of the TPP, V. I. Padalko; the Director of the Chancellery of the Head of the Russian Imperial House, A. N. Zakatov; the General Director of the Imperial Foundation for Cancer Research, Archpriest Alexander Tkachenko; the Head of the Legal Office of the Chancellery of the Head of the Russian Imperial House, G. Iu. Lukianov; the Head of the Office for Social Relations and Communications of the Chancellery of the Head of the Russian Imperial House, and the representative of the company “Romanoff and Partners” in Russia, D. G. Mepurishvili; the General Director of the non-profit “Imperial Society of the House of Romanoff,” A. B. Kravchenko; the Chairman of the Belgium-Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce in Russia, A. A. Arianoff; and the Head of the Moscow Office of the Belgium-Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce in Russia, O. B. Prozorov.
The President of the TPP, Sergei Nikolaevich Katyrin, described for the Grand Duke the various activities of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry and, for his part, His Imperial Highness discussed with Mr. Katyrin his own work supporting the fight against cancer and advancing Russian economic interests on the world stage, as well as the Imperial House’s charitable and cultural activities generally.  At the conclusion of the meeting, the Tsesarevich awarded Mr. Katyrin the hereditary Imperial medals “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory” and the “Commemorative Medal of the 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff.”  (See http://www.tpprf.ru/ru/news/prezident-tpp-rf-sergey-katyrin-nagrazhden-pamyatnoy-medalyu-rossiyskogo-imperatorskogo-doma-i64779/.)
Next, His Imperial Highness participated in a session at the Chamber of Commerce and Industry on the topic “Effective Business Communications—An Essential Tool for Constructive International Collaborations. (See:  http://tribuna.ru/news/2015/02/24/61769/.)
The session was led by E. V. Baiakhchian, who is the Chair of the Board of the non-profit “Foundation for the Support and Development of Education, Creativity, and Culture”; the Chair of Subcommittee on the Formation and Development of Human Resources for the Regulation of Intellectual Property of the Committee on Intellectual Property of the TPP; and a member of the Organizing Committee of the VIII International Forum on “Intellectual Property in the 21st Century.”  A number of reports, research papers, and speeches were presented on the following topics:
· The influence of business communications on the resolution of problems of implementation and advocacy of current scientific research, of problems of support for the scholarly and scientific community, and of problems pertaining to the formation of a secure environment for daily life;
· Problematic aspects in the formation and development of trained personnel in the field of intellectual property as a vitally important intellectual and professional resource for modern societies;
· The value of modern business communications as a key element of any political and social system and a vital instrument for assuring effective communications between institutions in government, business, and society, and which exert an enormous influence on all spheres of international cooperation;

· The socially oriented projects (scientific, artistic, philanthropic) as means to strengthen the mutual ties between countries and peoples;

· The need to resolve questions about the legal status and culture (including legal culture) of modern public business communications;

· The need to create permanent sites for government and society to discuss and analyze the potential for collaboration in the spheres of culture, art, science, social-economic development, education, security, ecology, energy efficiency, and so on.
Participating in the session were the following:
	Mikhail Nikolaevich Avvakumov

	Professor at the V. I. Surikov State Academic Institute of the Arts in Moscow;  Distinguished Artist of the Russian Federation; Corresponding Member of the Russian Academy of Arts; Member of the Poster Commission of the Union of Artists of Russia; Member of the Jury of Russian and International Competitions; graphic artist 

	Andrei Viktorovich Anpilov 
	General Director of “Invar Divizhn, LLP” 

	Tatiana Vitalievna Arzhevikina 
	General Director of the non-profit “Vo imia sem’i [In the Name of the Family]”; member of the Public Council of the Department of Labor and Employment of the City of Moscow 

	Arkadii Andreevich Arianoff 
	President of the Belgium-Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce in Russia and Belarus 

	Arti Soni (India) 
	International correspondent; public figure, expert consultant to “Lidery mirovogo soobshchestva [Leaders of the World Community]”; member of the International Union of Public Associations (MSSO)

	Valentina Viacheslavovna Baeva 
	Co-Founder and Director of the Children’s and Youth Festival “Art Caravan”; PhD 

	Elena Valerievna Baiakhchian 
	Chair of the Board of the non-profit “Foundation for the Support and Development of Education, Creativity, and Culture”; Chair of the Subcommittee on the Formation and Development of Human Resources for the Regulation of Intellectual Property, of the Committee on Intellectual Property of the TPP; and member of the Organizing Committee of the VIII International Forum on “Intellectual Property in the 21st Century.”

	Marina Valentinovna Vedeneeva 
	PhD; expert consultant to “Lidery mirovogo soobshchestva [Leaders of the World Community]”

	Maria Nikolaevna Garelina 
	Head of the Department of Social, Cultural, and Philanthropic Programs of the “Lidery mirovogo soobshchestva [Leaders of the World Community]” 

	Igor Vladimirovich Gorodnichii 

	President of the National Business Partnership “Alliance Media”; PhD. 

	Viacheslav Charlzovich Gonobolin 
	Member of the Union of Artists of Russia; Honorary Member of the Russian Academy of Arts; Member of the International Arts Foundation; Member of the Moscow Union of Artists; Member of the Jury for the International Dephic Games of 2014 (“Visual 
Arts” Category); Member of the Subcommittee on the Formation and Development of Human Resources for the Regulation of Intellectual Property, of the Committee on Intellectual Property of the TPP

	Larissa Fedorovna Gorchakova 
	President of the International Union of Public Associations for the Preservation and Development of Social, Cultural, and Moral-Religious Traditions “Lidery mirovogo soobshchestva [Leaders of the World Community]”; President of the civic organization “Women of Our City”; Professor

	Iurii Anatolievich Gribanov 
	Lecturer in the Department of Architecture of the Moscow State University of Land Management 

	Maria Vladimirovna Gureeva 
	Teacher; expert on Continuing Education programs

	Dmitrii Georgievich Gulia 
	Academician of the International Academy for the Spiritual Unity of the Peoples of the World; PhD; Lecturer 

	Denis Olegovich Gusev
	Business Manager of “Crowd Funding [Kraudfanding], LLP” 

	Oleg Nikolaevich Degtiar 
	Managing Editor of the Department of Communications for the non-profit “Lidery mirovogo soobshchestva [Leaders of the World Community]”

	Vladimir Mikhailovich Delba 
	Member of the Union of Writers of the Russian Federation; Member of the Union of Writers of Abkhazia 

	Maria Alekseevna Dokshina 
	Director of Development of “Crowd Funding [Kraudfanding], LLP”

	Oksana Fedorovna Ezhova 
	Singer; educator

	Alexander Nikolaevich Zakatov 

	Director of the Chancellery of the Head of the Russian Imperial House; Member of the Union of Writers of Russia; PhD 

	Olga Viacheslavovna Zolotukhina 
	Instructor at the Russian University of Theatrical Arts (RATI); artist 

	Olga Alexandrovna Zubkova 
	Director of the Institute of Practical Technologies 

	Svetlana Veniaminovna Ivanova 

	Director of the Institute for Pedagogical Policy and Theory, of the Russian Academy of Education; PhD; professor; editor-in-chief of the academic journals Values and Meanings [Tsennosti i smysly] and Pedagogy in Russia and Abroad [Otechestvennaia i zarubezhnaia pedagogika] 

	Natalia Vladimirovna Ivanova 
	Chair of the Central Council of the non-profit “Lidery mirovogo soobshchestva [Leaders of the World Community]”

	Mariam Chibievna Iliasova 
	President of the regional philanthropic public organization “Darachchi”; Distinguished Figure of Culture of the Russian Federation and the Republic of Dagestan; Laureate of the State Prize for Art and Film (of the Republic of Dagestan)

	Anton Anatolievich Ishchenko 
	Member of the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation; member of the Duma’s Committee for Budget and Revenues; member of the Working Group on Improving Legislation in the Area of Economic Support for the Development of the Russian Federation and Municipal Education 

	Natalia Ivanovna Koretskaia 
	Co-founder and member of the Jury of the Children’s and Youth Festival “Art Caravan”; performer at the “By The Nikitsky Gates [U Nikitskikh vorot]” theater  

	Alexander Borisovich Kravchenko 
	General Director of the Imperial Society of the House of Romanoff  

	Elena Vladimirovna Lazareva 
	General Director of the non-profit company LIGA (in the city of Samara) 

	Natalia Pavlovna Loginova 

	Deputy Director for Development for the publisher “Art-Volkhonka” 

	German Iurievich Lukianov 
	Attorney; Head of the Legal Office of the Chancellery of the Head of the Russian Imperial House; private attorney of the Russian Imperial House

	Svetlana Lvovna Malinovskaia 
	Lead Manager of the Division for the Organization of Business Programs and Exhibitions of the private company “ExpoCenter” 

	David Georgievich Mepurishvili 
	Head of the Office of Public Relations and Communications of the Chancellery of the Head of the Russian Imperial House; representative of the company "Romanoff and Partners" in Russia; PhD 

	Nikolai Fedorovich Metlenkov 

	Vice Chairman of the Council of the Educational and Methodological Association (the UMO) for Architectural Programs and Degrees of the Moscow Architectural Institute (MArkhI); Corresponding Member of the Russian Academy of Natural Science (RAEN); member of the Union of Architects of Russia; member of the Commission for Architectural Educational Programs of the Union of Architects of Russia; professor; Director of the School of Architecture (ShAR); architect; member of the Subcommittee on the Formation and Development of Human Resources for the Regulation of Intellectual Property, of the Committee on Intellectual Property of the TPP

	Iulia Ivanovna Mozheiko 
	Phd; expert advisor to “Lidery mirovogo soobshchestva [Leaders of the World Community]”; entrepreneur

	Anton Shirinovich Moskalenko 
	Co-founder and Executive Director of the crowd-source website Crowdsourcing.ru

	Ivan Vladimirovich Ovcharov 
	Head of the public relations agency “PR Director”; business psychologist 

	Vladimir Alexandrovich Ognev 

	Chairman of the International Union of Veterans of the Atomic Energy and Industry; Chairman of the Ss. Martha and Mary Charitable Society 

	Alexander Ivanovich Penev 
	Head of the Office of Advocatory Investigations of the Bar Association of the City of Sochi 

	Oleg Borisovich Prozorov 
	Head of the Moscow Office of the Belgium-Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce in Russia 

	Irina Vladimirovna Pushkina 
	Editor-in-Chief of the newspaper Women of Our City [Zhenshchiny nashego goroda] 

	Oktiarbrina Mikhailovna Roshchinskaia (Belarus) 
	Founder of the International Women’s Association “Global Partnership”; member of the Presidium of the Minsk Women’s Union; civic leader; PhD; lecturer

	Iurii Parfenievich Saraev 
	Academician of the Russian Academy of Sciences; Chairman of the International Union of Veterans of the Atomic Energy and Industry

	Natalia Sergeevna Skazko 
	Assistant to Valerii Viktorovich Omelchenko, member of the State Duma of the Federation Council; Executive Secretary of the Working Group on Improving Legislation in the Area of Economic Support for the Development of the Russian Federation and Municipal Education

	Sergei Sergeevich Smirnov 
	President of the Union of Designers of Moscow; Corresponding Member of the Russian Academy of Natural Science (RAEN)

	Galina Veniaminovna Sorina 
	Head of the Scientific Educational Center (NOTs) “Philosophical and Methodological Planning and Decision-Making,” in the Department of Philosophy of Moscow State University; PhD; member of the Presidium of the Scientific and Methodological Council (UMS) of Traditional Universities of Russia for Philosophy and Religious Studies; Vice Chair of the Scientific and Methodological Council (UMS) of the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation 

	Tatiana Vladislavovna Sorina 
	General Director of the company “Maguro” 

	Evgenia Valerievna Stifonova 
	Head of the PR Service of the Foundation “Best Friends” and the Regional Society of Disabled Persons (ROOI) “Perspectives” 

	Vera Anatolievna Stoikova 
	Press Secretary of the Russian State Circus Company (Rosgostsirka) 

	Nadezhda Evgenievna Stupak 
	Chair of the Chamber of Attorneys of the Krasnodarsk Region of the Bar Association of Sochi; PhD

	Irina Nikolaevna Siagaeva 

	Distinguished Artist of the Russian Federation; member of the International Conference of Artists; member of the Moscow Union of Artists; fine art expert; member of the Subcommittee on the Formation and Development of Human Resources for the Regulation of Intellectual Property, of the Committee on Intellectual Property of the TPP

	Archpriest Alexander Evgenievich Tkachenko 
	Archpriest; Director of the First Children’s Hospice in St. Petersburg; General Director of the Imperial Foundation for Cancer Research (St. Petersburg) 

	Evgenii Viktorovich Tkachenko 
	President of the Academy of Vocational Education; PhD 

	Grigorii Viktorovich Chizhov 
	Assistant to the Chief Editor of the company “Znatok plius” 

	Nadezhka Nikolaevna Chizhova 
	Chief Editor of the company “Znatok plius”

	Elena Vladimirovna Yakunicheva 
	Head of the Research Division of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Russian Federation; PhD 

	Iurii Vasilievich Yarmak 
	Professor in the Department of Mass Communications of the Moscow City Pedagogical University; PhD



In his speech welcoming those attending the session, Grand Duke George of Russia expressed his enormous pleasure at being able to attend this event, saying, in part: 
“The topic of this roundtable is relevant today and always.  But the present difficult international situation in which we find ourselves today makes it particularly important not only to search for the right decisions, but to articulate them clearly and accessibly.
“Many problems arise because people cannot or do not want to listen to each other.
“The development of business communications, the growth of a legal culture, the integration of business and society, appreciating the relevance and immediacy of global issues and challenges that affect us all—this all should help us overcome the crisis not only in the economy, but also in foreign policy in general.
“Your views and opinions are enormously important to me.  I thank you all for coming.”
The author and historian D. G. Gulia presented His Imperial Highness a collection of rare photos and printed editions dedicated to the history of the First World War and the Second World War:  a photograph of Grand Duke Nicholas Nikolaevich the Younger surrounded by generals and officers; and an original issue of the newspaper Red Navy from May 10, 1945, containing official materials on the defeat of Nazi Germany and the article “The Maginot Line and the Position of the Siegfried Line,” which was written by Lieutenant-General D. M. Karbyshev, who was brutally murdered in the Nazi concentration camp at Mauthausen exactly 70 years ago, on February 18, 1945
.
N. P. Loginova, the representative of the editor-in-chief of the press “Art-Volkhonka,” presented to His Imperial Highness the beautifully published edition of T. Dudina’s and L. Vulfina’s book Moscow as a Place to Live, which appeared in 2014:  a lively, vivid, historically informative, and richly illustrated account of the life of a unique man—the architect, instaurator, and artist D. P. Sukhov.

During the session, E. V. Baiakhchian discussed with His Imperial Highness a proposal by experts of the benefits of creating a Club of Experts and Devotees of History, under the patronage of the Head of the Russian Imperial House and with the support of the “Foundation for the Support and Development of Education, Creativity, and Culture” and the Chancellery of the Head of the Russian Imperial House.
The lively discussion among those at the session lasted around 3 hours.  At its conclusion, the participants expressed their hope that sessions like this one, involving the participation of the Grand Duke, could be held regularly.
That evening, a dinner in honour of Grand Duke George of Russia was hosted by the Belgian ambassador to Russia, Alex van Meeuwen.  Attending the dinner were the First Secretary of the Belgian embassy in Russia, Stefan Theiss; Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Belgium-Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce in Russia and Belarus, Arkadii Arianoff; the Head of the Moscow Office of the Belgium-Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce in Russia, O. B. Prozorov; and the Director of the Chancellery of the Head of the Russian Imperial House, A. N. Zakatov.
In the morning of February 20, the Grand Duke had several meetings and business consultations with members of H.I.H.’s Chancellery and with representatives of various institutions and organizations, after which the Tsesarevich presided over a meeting of the Board of the Imperial Foundation for Cancer Research.  His Imperial Highness (as the Founder and Chair of the Foundation’s Board) and members of the Board (including the Director of the Chancellery, A. N. Zakatov, and the Head of the Chancellery’s Office of Inter-regional and International Relations, Prince V. O. Lopukhin) heard a report from the General Director of the Foundation, Archpriest Alexander Tkachenko, and, after a collective discussion, approved a number of documents pertaining to the work of the Foundation in the year 2015.
After the Board meeting, Grand Duke George of Russia went to the State Duma.  The Grand Duke was invited to the Duma by the Chairman of the Committee for Public Associations and Religious Organizations, Ia. E. Nilov.  His Imperial Highness was accompanied by the Director of the Chancellery of the Head of the Russian Imperial House, A. N. Zakatov; the Head of the Chancellery’s Office of Inter-regional and International Relations and coordinator of the travels to Russia of members of the House of Romanoff, Prince V. O. Lopukhin; and the Head of the Office for Social Relations and Communications of the Chancellery of the Head of the Russian Imperial House, D. G. Mepurishvili.

His Imperial Highness was met at the entrance to the Duma by the Chairman of the Committee for Public Associations and Religious Organizations, Ia. E. Nilov; committee member V. S. Zolochevskii; the committee’s chief of staff, S. V. Medvedko; the Assistant to the Chairman of the Committee for Constitutional Law, V. N. Pligin; the chief administrator for the organization “For Faith and Fatherland,” I. I. Solodikhin; and Hieromonk Nikon (Levachev-Belavenets).
During their meeting—at which was also present A. N. Svintsov, a member of the Duma Committee on Property—Ia. E. Nikov described for the Grand Duke the work of his Duma Committee, and the legal initiatives currently under way to protect the rights and freedoms of those citizens of Russia who belong to traditional religious confessions.  The Tsesarevich noted that, for the Russian Imperial House, one of the most important goals is to promote dialogue and the good relations between the leaders and members of various religious groups in Russia today.  The Imperial House of Romanoff is resolutely Orthodox, but it respects and holds dear all its countrymen, regardless of their religious confession.  The Grand Duke is convinced that the rights and freedoms of all believers must be protected by the law, that the denigration of religious belief in general must be prohibited in a civilized society governed by the rule of law, and that any conflicts that may arise between the adherents of one confession and those of another, or between those who are believers and those who are not, must be resolved in a spirit of mutual respect, in according with current laws, and in accordance with the centuries-long traditions of our country.  
Then, on the invitation of Ia. E. Nikov, the Grand Duke participated in a roundtable discussion on the topic “Defending Religious Rights in Modern Russia,” organized by his Duma Committee and by the non-profit organization “Christian Legal Defense Center” (KhPTs), with the support of the organization “For Faith and Fatherland.”
Opening the discussion, the moderator S. V. Medvedko outlined the purpose and range of issues to be taken up at the roundtable—identifying effective measures to protect the rights of believers and devising practical recommendations for the “Christian Legal Defense Center” to take up and consider.
In offering a few words of greeting to the other participants of the roundtable, the Grand Duke stressed that the topic being discussed is particularly relevant, especially in the context of the events today in Russia and across the world.

The Vice Chairman of the Synodal Missionary Department, Hegumen Serapion (Mitko), warmly greeted His Imperial Highness and provided an overview for all the participants of the discussion of the resolutions of the Fifth All-Church Congress of Diocesan Missionaries and the issues related to missionary activity that emerged out of the Twenty-Third International Christmas Readings, noting particularly the discussion at both gatherings of the legal protections for missionary activity.  Fr. Serapion also mentioned the enormous importance of integrating missionary activities with the human rights activities of Orthodox civic organizations.  As an example of how this might work, Fr. Serapion cited the recent collaboration between the Sinodal Missionary Department and the Legal Information and Consultative Center, which greatly helped in protecting the religious rights of the Russian Orthodox University.

After the conclusion of the roundtable, His Imperial Highness was led on a tour of the State Duma building by O. I. Farizov, the assistant to the Chairman of the Duma Committee for Constitutional Law and member of the Expert Council of the Duma Committee on Public Associations and Religious Organizations.  During the tour, the Grand Duke visited the offices of all four Duma factions (“United Russia,” the Communist Party of the Russian Federation, the Liberal Democratic Party of Russia, and “A Just Russia”), and also personally met and spoke with the Vice Chairperson of the Duma’s Committee for CIS Affairs and Ties with Compatriots Living Abroad, Major-General T. N. Moskalkova of the Interior Ministry, and with the First Vice Chairman and the First Deputy of the Supervisory Bishop of the Russian Union of Evangelical Christians, Bishop Konstantin V. Bendas.  For more information, see the following webpages:
http://www.komitet2-22.km.duma.gov.ru/site.xp/050057049124049050053056.html; 

http://www.patriarchia.ru/db/text/3998161.html; 
http://www.pravoslavie.ru/news/77450.htm

 HYPERLINK "http://www.pravoslavie.ru/news/77450.htm" \t "_blank" 
http://www.pravoslavie.ru/news/77450.htm; 
http://портал-миссия.рф/index.php/novosti/item/zamestitel-predsedatelya-sinodalnogo-missionerskogo-otdela-prinyal-uchastie-v-kruglom-stole-posvyashchennom-probleme-pravozashchity-veruyushchikh.
On February 21, the Tsesarevich traveled to the first Science City [naukograd] of Russia—the city of Obninsk, in the Kaluga Region. 
The Grand Duke was warmly greeted at the entrance to the Main Academic Building of the Obninsk Institute of Atomic Energy of the National Atomic Research Institute (a branch of the Moscow Engineering and Physics Institute)—known as the IATE-NIIaU-MIFI) by a group of scientists in the field of atomic energy, led by the Chairman of the International Union of Veterans of the Atomic Energy and Industry and the Chairman of the Ss. Martha and Mary Charitable Society, V. A. Ognev.  
The Grand Duke then met with the Director of the Obninsk Institute for Atomic Energy, Natalia Germanovna Airapetova, during which she described for His Imperial Highness the history and current projects being undertaken at the Institute.  N. G. Airapetova presented to the visitors copies of books on the modern scientific achievements in atomic energy, as well as commemorative gifts from the Institute.
After this informal meeting, Grand Duke George of Russia took part in an official business meeting in the Institute’s Hall of the Academic Council with the veteran employees in nuclear energy and with instructors and students at the Institute.  The topic of this more formal gathering was “Current Problems and Possible Solutions in Nuclear Energy and the Safe Generation of Nuclear Power.”
The Director of the Institute, N. G. Airapetova, presented a detailed report on the work of the Institute.  The Director of the Chancellery of the Head of the Russian Imperial House, A. N. Zakatov, for his part described for those gathered the history and present activities of the Russian Imperial House.  The first session of the meeting featured proposals on collaborative efforts to assure maximum safety in nuclear energy production and on the use of nuclear research in medicine, particularly in the fight against cancer.  The Grand Duke was very receptive to the ideas being put forward and added his own on how these proposals could be implemented.  He asked those present to submit the necessary information on these ideas to H.I.H.’s Chancellery.
After the first session of the meeting concluded, His Imperial Highness toured the Institute’s new building, visiting the Center for the Management of Nuclear Knowledge and the International Nuclear Information System (INIS) of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the Department of Russian as a Second Language; the Department of Equipment and Operations at Atomic Energy Stations, and the Department of Pharmaceutical and Radiopharmaceutical Chemistry.  The Grand Duke had the opportunity to meet with staff, teachers, and both Russian and non-Russian students of the Institute at each of these stops.
The second session, which was also held in the Institute’s Hall of the Academic Council, took the form of a roundtable on the topic “Nuclear Safety, Culture, and Education,” with the following topics being addressed:
· Nuclear culture and the role of education in assuring the safe development of nuclear technology.  Scientific-technical and socio-political issues in the development of atomic energy.  Presenters:  V. M. Murogov (IATE-NIIaU-MIFI), S. A. Subbotin (the Scientific Research Institute “Kurchatovskii Institute”—NITs KI—in Moscow), Iu. P. Saraev (International Union of Veterans of the Atomic Energy and Industry, Moscow), and P. L. Kirillov (A. I. Leipunskii Physics and Energy Institute, Obninsk).
· Database organization and management in nuclear education.  E-learning modules and resources in nuclear technology.  Presenters:  A. A. Andrianov, I. S. Kuptsov, and others from the IATE-NIIaU-MIFI.
After a short break for tea and informal conversations, the third session began, again taking the form of a roundtable.  The topic this time was “Nuclear Medicine and the Uses of Nuclear Technology for non-Energy Related Purposes.  Presenters:  Iu. N. Anokhin, of the Department of Radiation Oncology at the IATE-NIIaU-MIFI, and A. A. Udalova, of the Department of Radioecology at IATE-NIIaU-MIFI. 
Discussions during this third session raised ideas and opinions on the future of nuclear power, the balance between the use of fossil fuels and nuclear energy, the application of nuclear technology for peaceful purposes, issues related to preventing the proliferation of nuclear weapons technology, and the great danger posed by the rising tensions in the world today between nuclear-armed nations.  
S. A. Subbotin, of the Scientific Research Institute “Kurchatovskii Institute,” made the suggestion that the Russian Imperial House, as the symbol of the continuity of the historical eras of Russian history, should make public its notions of the spiritual and moral responsibility that the producers and consumers of nuclear energy bear to the centuries-old heritages of their own countries and to future generations.  The Grand Duke welcomed this suggestion and expressed his hope that those working in the nuclear industry, a group that is itself a preserver of national traditions and continuity, might offer the Imperial House its moral and intellectual assistance in formulating the outlines of a formal statement on the subject.
It was also noted during these discussions that, in order to attract public attention to the pressing problems related to nuclear energy, it is extremely important for Russians working in the nuclear energy industry to collaborate with their counterparts in other countries, and that the Russian Imperial House might fruitfully contribute to the establishment, strengthening, and growth of these sorts of collaborations.
At the end of the session, Grand Duke George of Russia said:

“My dear and distinguished teachers, students, and professionals in the nuclear energy industry,

“I wish to thank you for making time to participate in today’s meetings.

“The issues in nuclear power and nuclear safety concern and affect all of humanity.

“Russia is a great nuclear power.  Our nation possesses enormous military capabilities and has achieved much in the development of the peaceful use of nuclear technology.
“Dialogue on nuclear issues with other nations, including those that are Russia’s geopolitical rivals, has always helped and will continue to help reduce international tensions.
“The specter of global tensions and looming threats inevitably compels one to approach the situation sensibly and to find reasonable compromises.
“The future of international relations lies not in confrontation but in dialogue.
“I am certain that our meeting today will give rise to many new, feasible, and useful ideas toward that end.”
From the Obninsk Institute of Atomic Energy of the National Atomic Research Institute (a branch of the Moscow Engineering and Physics Institute—the IATE-NIIaU-MIFI) the Tsesarevich traveled to the city of Zhukov, where he visited the State Museum of Marshal Georgii Konstantinovich Zhukov to participate in ceremonies dedicated the 70th anniversary of the victory in the Second World War.
The Grand Duke and his party toured the exhibits in the museum, including the diorama depicting the final battles for Berlin.  His Imperial Highness personally presented a gift to the museum—the May 10, 1945, issue of the newspaper Red Navy that had been presented to him by G. D. Gulia containing official materials about the defeat of Hitler’s Germany and the article by Lieutenant-General D. M. Karbyshev “The Maginot Line and the Position of the Siegfried Line.”
The Grand Duke remarked that, despite the forced exile it suffered after the 1917 Revolution and for most of the rest of the century, the Russian Imperial House of Romanoff holds dear this glorious and heroic page in Soviet history.  The House of Romanoff has never and will never reconcile with the atheistic ideology and terroristic practices of the totalitarian Communist regime, but always understood the enormous complexity of the historical processes and admired the military feats and industrial achievements of their countrymen in the USSR, as well as their extraordinary scientific and cultural accomplishments.  
During his stay in the Kaluga Region, the Grand Duke was accompanied by the Director of the Chancellery of the Head of the Russian Imperial House, A. N. Zakatov; the Chair of the Board of Trustees of the non-profit “Foundation for the Support and Development of Education, Creativity, and Culture,” E. V. Baiakhchian; the Head of the Office for Social Relations and Communications of the Chancellery of the Head of the Russian Imperial House, and the representative of the company “Romanoff and Partners” in Russia, D. G. Mepurishvili; the Head of the Moscow Office of the Belgium-Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce in Russia, O. B. Prozorov, and his wife, A. M. Prozorova; and the advisor to the Office for Social Relations and Communications of the Chancellery of the Head of the Russian Imperial House, B. S. Boiko.
Logistical support for the Grand Duke’s visit to the cities of Obninsk and Zhukov was provided by Head of the International Center for Nuclear Education and Chairman of the International Union of Veterans of Atomic Energy and Industry, V. M. Murogov; and by the Vice Chairman of the International Union of Veterans of Atomic Energy and Industry, Iu. P. Saraev.
His Imperial Highness engaged in discussions and an exchange of views with the members and leadership of the International Union of Veterans of the Atomic Energy and Industry:  the Chairman, V. A. Ognev; the Vice-Chair, Iu. P. Saraev; the Chief Expert, V. S. Poroikov; the Chief Specialist, Iu. N. Chapaev; and the administrative leadership, instructors, and research fellows of the Obninsk Institute of Atomic Energy (IATE-NIIaU-MIFI):  the Director of the Obninsk Institute of Atomic Energy, N. G. Airapetova, PhD; the Director of the International Center of Nuclear Education, Professor V. M. Murogov, PhD; the Head of the Informational and Analytical Laboratory of the Center for the Management of Nuclear Knowledge, A. A. Andrianov; the Head of the Center for International Nuclear Information Systems (INIS) of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), V. M. Kuprianov; the Head of the Scientific Research Institute “Kurchatovskii Institute,” S. A. Subbotin; the advisor to the Director of the A. I. Leipunskii Physics and Energy Institute, P. L. Kirillov; the lecturer at the Institute of Atomic Energy (IATE-NIIaU-MIFI), I. S. Kuptsov; the Chair of the Department of Nuclear Medicine and Lecturer, Iu. N. Anokhin, PhD; A. A. Udalova; the Chair of the Department of Russian as a Second Language, Iu. N. Rastopchina; the Chair of the Department of Equipment and Operations at Atomic Energy Stations, Professor S. T. Leskin, PhD; the Chair of the Department of Pharmaceutical and Radiopharmaceutical Chemistry, Lecturer N. B. Epshtein, PhD; A. V. Maksimushkina; the students N. V. Vasilieva, N. N. Oligerov, L. I. Svetlichnyi, T. V. Utianskaia, D. S. Popovich; and many others.  Information on this event was provided by E. V. Kolotilina.  For photos, see:  
https://www.flickr.com/photos/129979901@N04/sets/72157650594102849/
That evening, the Grand Duke returned to Moscow. 
On February 22, after a final meeting with members of H.I.H.’s Chancellery summing up the results of his trip, H.I.H. The Heir, Tsesarevich, and Grand Duke George of Russia departed Moscow for Brussels. 
� D. M. Karbyshev (1880-1945) – an eminent Russian military engineer, born in a noble Kryashen family.  At the outbreak of the 1917 Revolution, he was a lieutenant-colonel in the Imperial Army and a knight in the Imperial and Royal Order of St. Stanislav Second Class, the Imperial Order of St. Anna Second Class, and the Imperial Order of St. Vladimir Fourth Class.  After the Revolution, he continued his military service, now in the Red Army.  In August 1941 he was wounded and fell unconscious.  He was captured and imprisoned, and subsequently moved between several different prisoner camps.  On February 18, 1945, he was horribly tortured and killed by his captors by having ice cold water poured over him, turning him effectively into a pillar of ice.


� The Grand Duke last visited the Duma in 2006, during his first official trip alone to Russia.  See: http://www.imperialhouse.ru/eng/allnews/photo-gallery/20060904.html.


� Participants of the roundtable discussion included:  the rector of the Holy Epiphany Cathedral in Yelokhovo, Archpriest Alexander Ageikin; the Chairman of the Union of Orthodox Citizens, V. V. Lebedev; O. I. Farizov; two visitors from Serbia, Dzesik Lazo and Panik Veselin; a representative from Bulgaria, the Orthodox Yanko Panteleimonov Kirkov; and other leading experts on the topic of the protection of human and religious rights.  In the final presentation, the chaplain for the organization “For Faith and Fatherland,” Hieromonk Nikon (Levachev-Belavenets), offered a summary of the discussion, emphasizing that the Christian Legal Defense Center carries out yet one more important function:  it works to prevent the atomization of the Orthodox flock and, to that end, renders help to parishioners of Orthodox churches in resolving legal problems in their everyday lives.





