Press Release
2013.10.13.  The Head of the Russian Imperial House, H.I.H. Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, and H.I.H. the Heir, Tsesarevich, and Grand Duke George of Russia, traveled to the Autonomous Republic of Crimea in Ukraine to participate in the Celebrations of the 400th Anniversary of the Ending of the Time of Troubles and the Ascension to the Throne of the House of Romanoff, September 19-23, 2013

On September 19-23, 2013, the Head of the Russian Imperial House, H.I.H. Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, and H.I.H. the Heir, Tsesarevich, and Grand Duke George of Russia, made an official visit to the Autonomous Republic of Crimea in Ukraine.

It was with the goal of preserving the historical and cultural legacy of Ukraine that the parliament of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, the Verkhovnaia Rada, adopted on February 20, 2013, the resolution (№ 1140-6/13) entitled “On Events Pertaining to the Celebration of the 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea.”

Their Imperial Highnesses were invited to come to Crimea by the Speaker of the Parliament of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Vladimir Andreevich Konstantinov.

The central purpose of the celebration of the 400th anniversary of the ending of the Time of Troubles and the ascension of the Romanoff dynasty has repeatedly been emphasized in the public statements of Grand Duchess Maria of Russia:  “First and foremost, this is a celebration of the peoples’ struggle to save their homeland.  Therefore, this celebration is not so much a dynastic anniversary as it is a solemn national holiday, which has enormous significance for the preservation of the cultural and historical heritage of all the territories of the former Russian Empire, a celebration that unites the peoples of all the independent nations that arose after the fall of the USSR, irrespective of nationality or social and political views.”
The Imperial House of Romanoff is inextricably linked by historical ties with all the regions of the former Russian Empire, and the Imperial House’s primary purpose today is to facilitate the strengthening of peaceful relations and cooperation among the peoples who were once part of this unified state.  The travels of the Head of the House of Romanoff to the territories of the former Russian Empire have always had as their goal the development of the spiritual unity of all the peoples who are linked to each other by a common historical path.
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Grand Duchess Maria of Russia visited Crimea in 2010 and has many warm memories of this extraordinary region.  But that was a very short visit, made during the course of a more extensive trip to other parts of Ukraine, and so it was not possible then to take in fully the many features of this land, which has played such a crucial role in the history of the Romanoff dynasty.

This time, the Head of the Imperial House came to Crimea along with her son and heir, Tsesarevich George of Russia, on a special invitation issued by the government of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea.  Their Imperial Highnesses were very pleased and delighted that they could mark this historically significant anniversary in a location that has for so long been very dear to the Imperial House.  Grand Duchess Maria and Grand Duke George expressed their profound gratitude to the Parliament (the Verkhovnaia Rada) of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea for this invitation, which has afforded them the opportunity to meet with the people of Crimea.
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Their Imperial Highnesses were met at the Simferopol International Airport by a large delegation, including the Vice-Speaker of the Parliament (Verkhovnaia Rada) of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Grigorii Adolfovich Ioffe; the Vice-Chair of the Council of Ministers of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the Administrator of the Office of the Council of Ministers, Olga Maksimovna Udovina; the Chair of the Crimean Parliament’s Standing Committee for Health Resorts, Tourism, and Entrepreneurship, Aleksei Iurievich Chernyak; the Mayor of the city of Simferopol, Viktor Nikolaevich Ageev; the Head of the Office of Events of the Parliament of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Violetta Igorevna Chikunova; the Secretary of the Simferopol and Crimean Diocese and Rector of the Ss. Peter and Paul Cathedral, Archpriest Alexander Yankushechkin; the Director of the Office of Interregional Relations of the Chancellery of the Head of the Russian Imperial House, Her Imperial Highness Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, and the Chief Coordinator of Her Imperial Highness’s Official Travels, Prince Vadim Olegovich Lopukhin; and the Advisor to the Chancellery of the Head of the Russian Imperial House, Vladislav Valerievich Pilkevich.  Also greeting Their Imperial Highnesses were members of the organizational committee for events celebrating the 400th anniversary of the House of Romanoff, Oleg Vladimirovich Yarosh and Anton Tkachuk; and the Assistant Director of the Foundation “Museum of the Imperial House of Romanoff,” Yana Sergeevna Smolova. 
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After a short meeting with government officials of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea in the Reception Hall at the Simferopol International Airport, Their Imperial Highnesses, along with members of H.I.H.’s Chancellery and others traveling with them, departed from the airport and made their way to the Hotel Ukraine in the city of Simferopol, where the official delegation would be staying.  During Their Imperial Highnesses’ stay, three flags flew on flagpoles at the entrance to the hotel:  the flag of Ukraine, the flag of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, and the Imperial Russian standard.
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On the following day, September 20, the Head of the Russian Imperial House, H.I.H. Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, and H.I.H. the Heir, Tsesarevich, and Grand Duke George of Russia, met with His Beatitude Metropolitan Lazar of Simferopol and Crimea at the restored Cathedral of St. Alexander Nevskii.  
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The Head of the House of Romanoff and the Tsesarevich also met with members of the clergy of the Simferopol and Crimea Diocese, with parishioners of the cathedral, with students of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea’s military boarding school in the city of Alushta, and with a group of Cossacks from the Crimean Cossack Union, headed by the Supreme Ataman, Vladimir Cherkashin.

Metropolitan Lazar of Simferopol and Crimea and other clergy officiated at an intercessory prayer service (moleben) for the health of Grand Duchess Maria of Russia and Grand Duke George of Russia in the lower-level church in the Cathedral of St. Alexander Nevskii.  After the completion of the service, a requiem service (panikhida) was held for Patriarch Filaret (Romanoff), for all the sovereigns of the House of Romanoff from the first Tsar, Mikhail Feodorovich, down to Grand Duke Vladimir Kirillovich, along with their wives, and for the soldiers of the armored units of the Soviet Army who gave their lives liberating Simferopol during World War II, whose remains are buried on the grounds of St. Alexander Nevskii Cathedral.  The choir for these services was from the Taurida Theological Seminary, under the direction of Mikhail Yakovlevich Shapelskii.

[image: image6.jpg]



After the moleben and panikhida services, His Beatitude, Metropolitan Lazar of Simferopol and Crimea, gave a sermon on the spiritual and historical significance of the House of Romanoff for the Crimea and the contributions the dynasty has made to the life of the Crimean diocese.
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After these services were concluded, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia presented awards of the Imperial House of Romanoff to members of the clergy and laity who have made a substantial contribution to the preservation of the region’s historical and cultural heritage. 

His Beatitude Metropolitan Lazar was invested in the Imperial Order of St. Anna by Her Imperial Highness, in recognition of his services to the nation and to the Russian Orthodox Church.  He was also presented with the Imperial medals “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” and the “Commemorative Medal of the 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff,” which were created by Her Imperial Highness to mark the 400th anniversary of the ending of the Time of Troubles and the reestablishment of the Russian state in 1613.  St. Anna Medals were also presented to the Secretary of the Simferopol and Crimea Diocese and Rector of the Ss. Peter and Paul Cathedral, Archpriest Alexander Yankushechkin; and to the Rector of the Church of the Holy Great Martyr St. Dmitrii of Solun, the Church of the Holy Equal-to-the-Apostles St. Mary Magdalene, and the Church of St. Luke in Simferopol, Archpriest Iosif Farkovets.  Fr. Alexander Yankushechkin and Fr. Iosif Farkovets were also each presented with the Imperial Medal “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013.”  Among the laity receiving awards was Marina Alexandrovna Zemlianichenko—essayist and member of the Union of Russian, Ukrainian, and Belarusian Writers of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea.

Afterward, the Grand Duchess, the Grand Duke, and the Metropolitan laid flowers at the Cross at the mass grave of those soldiers in the armored units of the Soviet army that gave their lives for their country during the Second World War.

After attending these services with His Beatitude Metropolitan Lazar of Simferopol and Crimea, Grand Duchess Maria and Tsesarevich George, along with the Chair of the Crimean Parliament’s Standing Committee for Health Resorts, Tourism, and Entrepreneurship, Aleksei Iurievich Chernyak, members of the Crimean Parliament, and members of H.I.H.’s Chancellery, laid flowers at the Dolgorukov Victory Obelisk and the monument “T-34  Tank” in Simferopol, which is dedicated to the defenders of the city during the Second World War.
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Later, Their Imperial Highnesses and their party made their way to the Crimean Parliament building.

Their Imperial Highnesses were met at the main entrance to the Parliament Building of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea by the Vice Speaker, Grigorii Ioffe.

Inside, the Head of the Russian Imperial House, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, and Grand Duke George of Russia met with members of the Presidium and with other members of Parliament.
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Representing the Parliament of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea in the meeting were:  Vice-Speaker Grigorii Ioffe; members of the Presidium, including the Chair of the Crimean Parliament’s Standing Committee for Health Resorts, Tourism, and Entrepreneurship, Aleksei Iurievich Chernyak; the Chair of the Standing Committee for Culture, Sergei Tsekov; the Chair of the Rules Committee, the Parliamentary Administration Committee, and the Standing Committee on Public Relations, Konstantine Bakharev; the Chair of the Standing Committee for Foreign Relations and Deportees Affairs, Enver Abduraimov; the Chair of the Standing Committee on Regional Development, Construction, and Regulation of Privatization, Valerii Palchuk; the Chair of the Standing Committee for Coordination with Local Institutions of Self-Government, Vladimir Klychnikov; the Executive Secretary of the Center for Legislative Initiatives (TsZI) of the Parliament, Efim Fiks; Member of Parliament Gennadii Babenko; and two members of the Council of Ministers of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea:  Minister of Culture Alena Plakida, and Minister of Resorts and Tourism, Alexander Liev.
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Also attending the meeting were the Director of Her Imperial Highness’s Chancellery, Alexander Zakatov; the Chief Coordinator of Her Imperial Highness’s Official Travels, Prince Vadim Olegovich Lopukhin; the Advisor to H.I.H.’s Chancellery for Coordination with Social Organizations and Agencies of the Russian Government, Kirill Nemirovich-Danchenko; the Advisor to H.I.H.’s Chancellery for Coordination with Social Organizations and Agencies of the Ukrainian and Crimean Governments, Vladislav Pilkevich; and Lady-in-Waiting to the Head of the Russian Imperial House, Princess Catherine Lopukhina.
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Opening the meeting, Grigorii Ioffe, the Vice-Speaker of the Parliament of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, offered a formal greeting to the Head of the Russian Imperial House and her Heir.  “We are very proud,” he began, “that this historic anniversary in the House of Romanoff is today, as it was a century ago, being marked in Crimea, where countless historic decisions affecting the nations of the world were made.”  He added that it was during the reign of the Romanoff dynasty that Crimea entered into the Russian Empire and that, as a result, its population today includes peoples from various nationalities who together build upon foundations that were laid several centuries ago.

Grigorii Ioffe emphasized that Crimea’s population includes more than 130 different nationalities and ethnic groups.  “Today one can say with pride that the fruits of our autonomy are stability, civil peace, and inter-confessional harmony—values which unite all of Crimean society.

The Vice-Speaker of the Crimean Parliament also pointed out that the Romanoffs are linked to the development of Crimea as a popular destination for vacationers, to the development of the peninsula’s infrastructure, and to the region’s wine making and viticulture—all of which is recognized and acclaimed the world over.  He also emphasized that the palaces along Crimea’s southern shoreline, built for members of the Imperial Family, have today become popular tourist destinations for travelers from across the globe, which is a source of enormous pride among the people of Crimea.  These palaces are golden pages in the history of Crimea, pages that have been written by the creative activity of many generations of Romanoffs.

Addressing the Head of the Russian Imperial House, Grigorii Ioffe expressed his firm belief that the arrival of the Grand Duchess will generate even greater interest in the history of Crimea, especially among its young people.  He thanked Her Imperial Highness for her visit and expressed his hope that she will come again soon and often to Crimea.

During the course of the meeting, Vice-Speaker Grigorii Ioffe also described the history of the founding of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea.  Konstantine Bakharev talked about the work of the Board of Trustees of the Children’s Hospital, which is chaired by the Speaker of the Parliament, Vladimir Konstantinov.  The Minister of Culture, Alena Plakida, also welcomed the Head of the Russian Imperial House, and the Minister of Resorts and Tourism, Alexander Liev, gave the Grand Duchess an overview of Crimea as a popular tourist destination.  

The Head of the Russian Imperial House expressed her gratitude to the Speaker of the Crimean Parliament, Vladimir Konstantinov, and to the Members of Parliament for their work helping to organize the events celebrating the 400th anniversary of the House of Romanoff.

The participants in the meeting each in turn expressed their thanks to the Grand Duchess for the significant assistance she has made toward the revival of historical and cultural traditions, which are based on spirituality and morals, noting that it is impossible to overstate the significant contribution of the Romanoff dynasty to the historical development of Crimea.
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After the meeting ended, the Head of the Russian Imperial House, Her Imperial Highness Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, presented the Imperial Medals “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” and the “Commemorative Medal of the 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff” to the Speaker of the Crimean Parliament, Vladimir Konstantinov; to his Vice-Speakers, Sergei Donich and Grigorii Ioffe; to Members of the Presidium of the Crimean Parliament; as well as to members of the government of Crimea and officials of the Crimean Parliament who took an active role in the preparations for these celebrations.

In recognition of their enormous contributions to the strengthening of the friendship between the Russian and Ukrainian peoples, and their efforts to preserve the historical and cultural traditions and heritage of the Ukrainian and Russian nations, Her Imperial Highness was pleased to award the Imperial Order of St. Anna to the following:  the Chair of the Crimean Parliament, Vladimir Konstantinov; the Chair of the Crimean Parliament’s Standing Committee for Health Resorts, Tourism, and Entrepreneurship, Aleksei Iurievich Chernyak; the Chair of the Crimean Parliament’s Standing Committee for Culture, Sergei Tsekov; and the Minister of Resorts and Tourism, Alexander Liev.  The Minister of Culture of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Alena Plakida, was awarded the Imperial Order of St. Anastasia.

Grigorii Ioffe presented the Grand Duchess with a beautiful painting of the “Swallow’s Nest” Castle, which is one of the famous landmarks of the Crimean coast.

The Head of the Russian Imperial House then gave a press conference for journalists, while H.I.H. the Heir, Tsesarevich, and Grand Duke George of Russia toured some of the local sites of interest.

[image: image13.jpg]



Also taking part in the press conference were the Director of H.I.H.’s Chancellery, Alexander Zakatov, and the Advisor to H.I.H.’s Chancellery for Coordination with Social Organizations and Agencies of the Ukrainian and Crimean Governments, Vladislav Pilkevich.  

During the press conference, Her Imperial Highness expressed her gratitude to the people of Crimea for remembering always that Crimea and the House of Romanoff share a common history and that the people of Crimea have not only remembered this common history, they are indeed very proud it.  The Grand Duchess also called upon all those who treasure the cultural legacy of their country not to be indifferent to the destruction of the significant monuments of their history and to work together in every way possible to maintain them.  The Grand Duchess also urged active participation in all manner of charitable endeavors aimed at helping the neediest among us, something that is particularly important to the Grand Duchess and her son and heir, Grand Duke George.

After the conclusion of the press conference, a reception was hosted by the Vice-Speaker of the Crimean Parliament in honor of the Head of the Russian Imperial House and her heir.

Then the Grand Duchess and Tsesarevich visited the Central Museum of the Taurida.  At the museum, Their Imperial Highnesses presented prizes to the winners, and certificates to all the participants, of the art contest “The Romanoff Dynasty:  Past and Present.”

The Head of the Russian Imperial House served as the patron of the contest, which was held with the support of the Ministry of Culture of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea.

Their Imperial Highnesses were greeted at the main entrance to the Museum of the Taurida by the Minister of Culture, Alena Alexandrovna Plakida, and by the Director of the museum, Andrei Vitalievich Malgin.  

A children’s chorus under the direction of Viktor Zaslavskii greeted Their Imperial Highnesses, singing the Church hymns “Bless the Lord, O My Soul,” and “Many Years.”
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The Minister of Culture, Alena Plakida, gave a short speech welcoming Their Imperial Highnesses, and presented them with gifts in remembrance of their visit.

The Head of the Russian Imperial House then presented the Imperial Medal “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” to the Director of the Central Museum of the Taurida, Andrei Malgin; and to Senior Lecturer of the Department of Philosophy and Cultural Anthropology of the Crimean University of Culture, Art, and Tourism, who is also the Minister of Culture of Student Government in the Office of the Chair of the Council of Ministers of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Anna Konopleva.
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Winners of the Art Contest “Romanoff Dynasty:  Past and Present”:
In the 11 – 16-Year-Old Category:
First Place:  Maria Lepina, for the portrait “Emperor Nicholas II”

Second Place:  Kristina Nesenenko, for “Livadia Palace”

Third Place:  Anatolii Sukhonosov, for “Livadia Palace”

The Tsesarevich Prize (a genuine silver coin minted during the reign of the first Romanoff tsar, Mikhail Feodorovich, inset in a mounted certificate signed by His Imperial Highness) was awarded to Ksenia Grechka, for the icon “The Holy Royal Passion-Bearers.”

In the 17 – 28-Year-Old Category:
First Place:  Diana Shostakovskaia, for “A Pleasant Meeting”

Second Place:  Yana Gnatiuk, for “Festival of the White Flower”

Third Place:  Andrei Kabachek, for “Cathedral of St. Alexander Nevskii in Yalta”

The Tsesarevich Prize for this category was awarded to Kulish Polina, for her series “The Romanoffs in Livadia.”

After the award ceremony, Their Imperial Highnesses went to see the relief map of the Crimea, which is currently being restored and which was located at the turn of the 20th century in the classroom of the Livadia Palace.  They then toured the “Treasure Room” of the museum.
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That evening, at the Hotel Ukraine, Their Imperial Highnesses received in audience several representatives of social organizations in Crimea.  The Head of the Russian Imperial House, Her Imperial Highness Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, presented the Imperial Medal “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” to the following awardees:  Fr. Peter Davidiuk of the church of the Holy Great Martyr and Victory-Bearer George of the Simferopol and Crimean Diocese of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church; Natalia Malygina, a performer in the Maxim Gorki State Crimean Academic Russian Theater of Dramatic Arts; and Igor Azarov, the Editor-in-Chief of the newspaper The Crimean Times [Krymskoe vremia].  Aleksei Vasiliev, a correspondent for The Crimean Times and Chair of the Society for the Memory of Emperor Nicholas II, was awarded the Imperial and Royal Order of St. Stanislaw Third Class.  The Director of the “Gaudi” gallery, Tatiana Lavrentieva, and the curator of the All-Ukraine Exhibition “The Imperial House of Romanoff:  Past and Present” in Donets and Director of the journal “Rich Club,” Victoria Grigorieva, reported to Their Imperial Highness on the opening and continuing success of the exhibition “The Imperial House of Romanoff:  Past and Present” in Donets, which is dedicated to the 400th anniversary of the Imperial House of Romanoff.  The Grand Duchess also received in audience a delegation from the Nobility Association of Crimea.
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On the morning of September 21, Their Imperial Highnesses and their group left the Hotel Ukraine in Simferopol and made their way to the Crimean residence of the President of Ukraine, where a friendly and warm meeting between Her Imperial Highness, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, the Heir, Tsesarevich, and Grand Duke George of Russia, and the President of Ukraine, Viktor Yanukovich, took place.  The Grand Duchess invested the President with the insignia of the Imperial Order of St. Alexander Nevskii and the Imperial Medals “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” and the “Commemorative Medal of the 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff.”  The Director of H.I.H. Chancellery, Alexander Zakatov, took part in the investiture ceremony.  Then President Yanukovich, Grand Duchess Maria, and Grand Duke George sat down to discuss ways to preserve the cultural and historical heritage of Ukraine and to maintain the cultural unity of Ukraine, Russia, Belarus, and the other new nations that arose after the fall of the USSR.  Also present at this meeting was Ukrainian Member of Parliament, N. M. Mkhitarian and his wife.

After the conclusion of the meeting with the President, Their Imperial Highnesses and their group went to the village of Novij Svit.

The Grand Duchess arrived in the village of Novij Svit during the third day of the three-day annual competition called “Golitsyn Days” (Dni Golitsyna).  The main event in the “Golitsyn Days” competition is, according to tradition, the Prince Lev Golitsyn International Specialized Competition in Sparkling Wines, the only competition in the world which fully observes the regulations for such competitions established by the International Organization of Vine and Wine (L'Organisation Internationale de la Vigne et du Vin, or OIV).  This year is the Fifth Prince Lev Golitsyn International Specialized Competition in Sparkling Wines, which included 110 varieties of wines from 25 countries.  But the highlight of the event was the third and final day—the Feast of the Nativity of the Most Pure Mother of God, September 8/21—when the Head of the Russian Imperial House and the Tsesarevich visited the “New World” (Novij Svit) winery.

Exactly 135 years ago, this winery produced its first vintage of champagne using classical French methods.  Since then, the traditions have never been changed and the sparkling wines produced here continue to be made by hand and are regarded widely as being among the finest in the world.
Many events were planned to take place in the outdoors:  a ceremonial welcome for the Grand Duchess and Grand Duke at the winery; the laying of flowers at the monument to the Holy Royal Passion-Bearer Emperor Nicholas II and Lev Golitsyn, which were erected in the town square last year; and a festive gathering in honor of the 135th anniversary of the founding of the “New World” winery.  Organizers cast worried glances at the darkening skies and predicted that it would rain.  But unexpectedly the skies cleared, as if in anticipation of the arrival of the royal guests, and a bright sun shone down with a gentle warm breeze, exactly as it is known to do during the “Velvet Season” on the Black Sea coast.
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Their Imperial Highnesses were greeted with bread and salt and bouquets of flowers on a red carpet running from the town square to the main entrance to the “New World” winery.  The winery was originally founded by Prince Lev Golitsyn, who later transferred ownership of the winery to Emperor Nicholas II.  Their Imperial Highnesses were greeted on the red carpet by Yanina Pavlenko, a Member of Parliament of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, and by the Mayor of Novij Svit, Aleksei Pugachev.

After greeting each other warmly, Their Imperial Highnesses and their party—which included the local officials greeting them, the Chair of the Crimean Parliament’s Standing Committee for Health Resorts, Tourism, and Entrepreneurship Aleksei Chernyak, and members of H.I.H.’s Chancellery—were led on a brief tour of the town of Novij Svit.  

During the tour, Yanina Pavlenko recounted the history of Novij Svit for Their Imperial Highnesses, especially the role played in their own day by Prince Lev Golitsyn and Emperor Nicholas II in that history.

The first stop on Their Imperial Highnesses’ tour was the monument to the Holy Royal Passion-Bearer Emperor Nicholas II and Prince Lev Golitsyn, which were erected last year on the basis of a photograph of them taken in Crimea.

The Grand Duchess and the Heir were met at the monuments by representatives of the Union of Crimean Cossacks, by Cossacks of the Surozh Cossack community, and by Cossacks from the village of Morskoe.  They all in unison greeted Their Imperial Highnesses with three cheers of “Hurrah!” [Liubo!].

Grand Duchess Maria and Grand Duke George laid flowers at the monument to Emperor Nicholas II and Prince Lev Golitsyn, then went to the memorial to the employees of the “New World” winery who were executed by the Nazi occupiers of the town during the Second World War, and to the airborne forces who died in service in Afghanistan.  Their Imperial Highnesses laid flowers at this memorial and honored the memory of these defenders of the Fatherland with a moment of silence.

Then Their Imperial Highnesses went to the Church of St. Luke, where His Beatitude Metropolitan Platon (Udovenko) of Feodosia and Kerch officiated at a moleben service for the health of Grand Duchess Maria of Russia and Grand Duke George of Russia.  After the service, Grand Duchess Maria invested Metropolitan Platon into the Imperial Order of St. Anna in recognition of his services to the nation and to the Russian Orthodox Church.  He was also presented with the Imperial Medals “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” and the “Commemorative Medal of the 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff.”  In addition, the Imperial Medal “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” was presented to the author of the book The New World Winery:  Past, Present, Future [Dom shampanskikh vin “Novyi Svet”:  istoriia, sovremennost’, sud’ba], Peter Grigorievich Pavlenko; and to the employees at the “New World” winery, Liudmila Iurievna Vrazhnova and Viktor Yakovlevich Zadorozhnyi.  For her efforts to revive the traditions of winemaking and generally for preserving the historical and cultural heritage of this region, the Director of the “New World” winery, Yanina Petrovna Pavlenko, was invested into the Imperial Order of the Holy Great Martyr St. Anastasia.
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After the investiture ceremony, Their Imperial Highnesses, the Director of the winery, and members of the clergy toured the former residence (now a museum) of Prince Lev Sergeevich Golitsyn.  It was at the museum that Grand Duchess Maria of Russia and Grand Duke George of Russia greeted arriving members of foreign royal houses who had come to Crimea for the celebration of the 400th anniversary of the House of Romanoff, to which many of them are related.  Also greeted at this time were His Beatitude Metropolitan Platon of Feodosiia and Kerch; His Beatitude Metropolitan Lazar of Simferopol and Crimea; His Grace Bishop Damian of Fastov, the Vicar Bishop of the Kiev Metropolia; the King of Arms and Master of Heraldry in H.I.H.’s Chancellery, Stanislaw Dumin; and Mr. Cyrille Boulay, an advisor to Her Imperial Highness on international affairs.
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It was the first time that this small corner of paradise had seen this many royal guests since Prince Lev Golitsyn handed over the estate, with its collection of wines, cellars, and vineyards, to Emperor Nicholas II, who took possession of it after arriving here on the Imperial Yacht Shtandart.

Grand Duchess Maria autographed one of the books on the history of the “New World” winery, and also herself presented several books on the history of the House of Romanoff to the museum.
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The royal visitors were led on a tour of the winery.  The Director, Yanina Pavlenko, described and demonstrated for Their Imperial Highnesses all the stages in the production of champagne and sparkling wines.  The Grand Duchess and Grand Duke listened with great interest and saw for themselves the process of degorgage—the riddling of the bottles (the removal sediment), a process that has always been done by hand at this winery.  
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Their Imperial Highnesses and other royal guests also visited the Prince Lev Golitsyn Enoteca, a repository of a large assortment of wines.  Prince Golitsyn in his day had an enoteca (a kind of “wine library”) boasting a large collection of wines but, unfortunately, the original enoteca has not survived to our day.  A few years ago, however, the winery began to assemble a new collection.  And now the enoteca here includes dozens of varieties of wines produced by a range of vineyards in many different countries.
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The winery was pleased to use this occasion to inaugurate a new line of champagne, called “Coronation of the Romanoffs”—a ros? brut.  The formal christening of this line of champagnes was timed to coincide with the arrival of the Grand Duchess.  The new line will be given a formal rating three years from now.

Down a separate corridor in the winery’s enoteka a row of niches in the wall were labeled with the name of the new champagne “Coronation of the Romanoffs,” ready for samples of the new champagne to be laid carefully in them.

The labels on the champagne bottles have emblazoned on them the coat of arms of the Romanoffs, along with the inscription, in Russian:  “Official Purveyors to the Head of the Russian Imperial House,” though the signing ceremony of the relevant documents and the formal decree recognizing the official status of the winery as official purveyors to the Imperial House took place later in the Grand Duchess’s visit.

The first bottle of the champagne “Coronation of the Romanoffs” was placed in the winery’s enoteca by the Head of the Imperial House of Romanoff personally.  This same privilege was extended by the Head of the Imperial House to the members of other royal houses and to other distinguished guests who were in attendance.  Many of them signed the labels of their champagne bottles before placing them in the niches, thereby giving additional historical significance to each bottle in the collection.

In total, 150 bottles of this new champagne were placed in this collection in commemoration of this significant day in the life of the winery.
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A press conference immediately followed.

After the Grand Duchess finished with the press, the main part of the anniversary ceremonies began. 

One of the most important goals of Her Imperial Highness’s visit to Novij Svit was to restore a lost historical tradition.  In 1896, the Holy Royal Passion-Bearer Emperor Nicholas II permitted the coat of arms of the Russian Empire to be placed on the bottles of the champagne from Novij Svit and he gave this winery the honorary title of “Purveyors to the Court of His Imperial Majesty.”  In 2013, the Head of the Russian Imperial House, H.I.H. Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, was pleased to revive this appellation, presenting to the Director of the winery, Yanina Pavlenko, a certificate affirming that the “New World” winery from that point forward would be the Official Purveyors to the Head of the Russian Imperial House, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, with the right to have the coat of arms of the Head of the Russian Imperial House on the bottles of the “New World” sparkling wines.
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Reviving this appellation has become one of the most valuable gifts given to the “New World” winery on the occasion of its 135th anniversary, and the winery’s employees broke into applause when the official certificate was presented to the Director.

In his own day, the Holy Royal Passion-Bearer Emperor Nicholas II helped to establish this winery, and now his successors have restored continuity with prior generations and have offered moral support for the preservation of the traditional manner of production of classic Crimean sparkling wine.  Henceforth, the “New World” winery will again enjoy the patronage of the House of Romanoff.

In return for this enormous honor, the Director of the winery presented Her Imperial Highness with a six-liter bottle of the exclusive champagne “Coronation of the Romanoffs,” which the Chair of the jury of the Fifth Prince Lev Golitsyn International Specialized Competition in Sparkling Wines, Gian Umberto Salvi, praised at a press conference as a “work of art.”

And thus, after nearly a century the historic connection between the Imperial House and “New World” winery has been restored.
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“From this day forward,” Yanina Pavlenko, the Director of the “New World” winery said, “the labels of our highest-quality vintages will bear the coat of arms of the Russian Imperial House.  The precise design of the labels is presently being finalized.  When it is ready, you will be able appraise for yourselves the new appearance of our product.  I would like to point out that the labels on the bottles that we have just now laid in the enoteca were designed for today’s event and are not a prototype of the labels that will be used on the bottles that will be sold to the public.  Besides the name of the type of sparkling wine, the labels on them will depict the coat of arms of the Russian Imperial House, along with the words:  “Official Purveyors to the Head of the Russian Imperial House, Her Imperial Highness Grand Duchess Maria of Russia.”

Grand Duchess Maria thanked Director Yanina Pavleno and all the employees of the winery, noting that “if it were not for their efforts, if it were not for their dedication, all this would have been lost, all this would have slipped away, all this would have perished—everything that Prince Lev Golitsyn created and that the Holy Royal Passion-Bearer Nicholas II supported.”

This celebration culminated with the words of the Head of the Russian Imperial House, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, who said that she hoped that her son’s grandchildren and great-grandchildren will in centuries to come celebrate future anniversaries of the Imperial House at this winery and in this land that has been so much loved by their Imperial ancestors.

The winners of the Fifth Prince Lev Golitsyn International Specialized Competition in Sparkling Wines were:  First Place—Matthias, Pinot-Chardonnay Sekt - Brut by Proqin (Czech Republic); Second Place—Blanc de Blanes Brut Elesko a-s (Slovakia); Third Place—Classic Champagne of Ukraine “New World, Pinot Noir,” Brut, Novij Svit (Ukraine).

These events in Novij Svit were also attended by the following dignitaries:   the Chair of the Crimean Parliament’s Standing Committee for Health Resorts, Tourism, and Entrepreneurship, Aleksei Iurievich Chernyak; the Chair of the Standing Committee on Regional Development, Construction, and Regulation of Privatization, Valerii Palchuk; the Vice-Chair of the Council of Ministers of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Georgii Psarev; and the First Deputy to the Permanent Representative of the President of Ukraine in Crimea, Vladimir Degtiarev.

The event closed with a concert, at which performed the People’s Artist of Ukraine, Vladimr Grishko; the “Music Safe” dance theater; stilts-walkers from the Eupatorium Theater; and others.

On September 22, another event that formed part of the official celebrations of the 400th anniversary of the Imperial House of Romanoff took place:  the consecration of a chapel on the main road to Livadia, dedicated to the Holy Royal Passion-Bearers and in memory of the 150th anniversary of the construction of the Church of the Elevation of the Cross.  The consecration service was officiated by His Beatitude Metropolitan Lazar of Simferopol and Crimea, assisted by the Dean of the Yalta Deanery, Archpriest Adam Dmitrenko; the Rector of the Church of the Elevation of the Cross in Livadia, Archpriest Dmitrii Gotskaliuk; and other clergy from Yalta and other parts of Crimea.  During the consecration, Metropolitan Lazar offered prayers for the health of Grand Duchess Maria of Russia and Grand Duke George of Russia.
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Others present at the consecration of the chapel included the Mayor of city, Sergei Ilash; the Chair of the town council of Livadia, Sergei Ruban; parishioners and numerous residents of Livadia; and Bishop Damian of Fastov.  Everyone warmly greeted the Head of the Russian Imperial House and Tsesarevich George.
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After the conclusion of the service, His Beatitude Metropolitan Lazar presented the Order of St. Yaroslav the Wise to Viktor Anatolievich Bondik, who oversaw the construction of the chapel, and to Sergei Dmitrievich Ruban, the Chair of the Livadia town council.  They received this award in recognition of their services to the Ukrainian Orthodox Church.
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“On this occasion,” said the Rector of the Church of the Elevation of the Cross in Livadia, Archpriest Dmitrii Gotskaliuk,” when we celebrate the 400th anniversary of the House of Romanoff, as well as the 150th anniversary of the consecration of the Church of the Elevation of the Cross, we have raised this wonderful memorial chapel in honor of the Holy Royal Passion-Bearers.  Henceforth, the Holy Royal Passion-Bearers will bless all pilgrims who come to Livadia, all tourists who come here, and all our children who study in the schools in Livadia.”  Fr. Dmitrii then blessed all those who have labored to make this day possible, and all those gathered at this consecration, wishing them good health, success in all their good endeavors, joyous and happy days all of their lives, and the same love among themselves that the members of the Imperial Family had for each other.

The Head of the Russian Imperial House responded by saying, “I can hardly believe that we now have such a marvelous chapel to greet all those coming to Livadia.  This event today is very important for us all, in the same way that it is important to pass on to future generations the history of our people.”  The Grand Duchess then awarded the Imperial Medal “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” to Archpriest Dmitrii Gotskaliuk.

A short time later, Grand Duchess Maria and Grand Duke George arrived at the Church of the Elevation of the Cross at the Livadia Palace, where Metropolitan Lazar and other clergy served a panikhida for Patriarch Filaret (Romanoff) and for all the sovereigns (and their spouses) of the House of Romanoff from the first tsar of the dynasty, Mikhail Feodorovich, to Grand Duke Vladimir Kirillovich.  
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The Church of the Elevation of the Cross at the Livadia Palace was built by Emperor Alexander II and, at the special request of his wife, Empress Maria Alexandrovna, was consecrated in honor of the Elevation of the Honorable and Life-Giving Cross of Our Lord.  It was in this church in 1894 that St. John of Kronstadt served the funeral of Emperor Alexander III.  It was in this church that Nicholas II became emperor and where his fianc?e, Princess Alix of Hesse-Darmstadt, was received into the Orthodox Church, taking the name Alexandra Feodorovna.  Nine saints of the Orthodox Church have prayed in this holy place:  The Holy Royal Passion-Bearers:  Emperor Nicholas II, Empress Alexandra Feodorovna, Grand Duchess Olga, Grand Duchess Tatiana, Grand Duchess Maria, Grand Duchess Anastasia, Tsesarevich Aleksei, the Holy New Martyr Grand Duchess Elizabeth Feodorovna, and St. John of Kronstadt.
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Attending the panikhida service were the Heads and other members of several foreign Royal Houses who had come to Crimea to participate in the celebrations of the 400th anniversary of the House of Romanoff.  As a reminder of her stay in Livadia, His Beatitude Metropolitan Lazar presented Grand Duchess Maria of Russia an icon of the Holy Royal Passion-Bearers.  Following a tradition established by her Imperial ancestors, Her Imperial Highness in turn presented to the Church of the Elevation of the Cross an icon with a fragment of the holy fathers and martyrs of the Zverinetskii Monastery—monks of the ancient Kievan Monastery of the Caves of St. Michael, which existed in pre-Mongol times.
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After the service, the church choir sang the hymn “God Save the Tsar!”

That evening, a reception was held at the Livadia Palace in honor of the 400th anniversary of the House of Romanoff.
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This was the first time since the 1917 Revolution—and perhaps the first time ever—that so many members of the world’s royal families have assembled together at the Livadia Palace.  Present were the Heads and members of the royal houses of Europe and Egypt, as well as other distinguished guests.  They all arrived in white limousines and walked to the palace on a red carpet to a seating area for guests. The Head of the Russian Imperial House, Her Imperial Highness Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, and His Imperial Highness, the Heir and Grand Duke George of Russia, arrived last.  As they entered, all those present rose to greet them.  Under a clear night sky, a military brass band of the Ukrainian navy played classical music and children danced a scene from the ballet The Nutcracker and gave flowers to all the guests.
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Afterward, all rose to sing the hymn “God Save the Tsar!”  A large sign displaying the number “400” on the roof of the Livadia Place was illuminated, flanked on either side by pyrotechnics.  And thus, the gala reception in honor of the 400th anniversary of the House of Romanoff was declared open.

The Head of the Russian Imperial House, H.I.H. Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, and H.I.H. the Heir, Tsesarevich, and Grand Duke George of Russia, accompanied by the Permanent Representative of the President of Ukraine to the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Viktor Tarasovich Plakida, proceeded to the music room of the Livadia Palace.  Following after them were the Heads and other members of the royal houses who were present, and members of the government of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea.  Once inside, everyone watched with great interest a documentary historical film, which captured in pictures some of the most momentous events in the life of the Imperial Family.  

It was in the music room of the Livadia Palace that Their Imperial Highnesses and other royal guests met the Speaker of the Parliament (the Verkhovnaia Rada) of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Vladimir Andreevich Konstantinov.
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The official part of the reception began in the White Hall of the Livadia Palace.

There, the Speaker of the Parliament of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Vladimir Andreevich Konstantinov, and the First Deputy Chair of the Council of Ministers of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Pavel Nikolaevich Burlakov, offered formal speeches greeting Their Imperial Highnesses.

The Head of the Russian Imperial House, Grand Duchess Maria, gave the following toast:  “From the bottom of my heart, I would like to thank all those who helped to make this evening possible.  It is very important that the new generation today remember its history.  I believe that Russia and Ukraine and the people of Crimea, and all those who played a part in our common history as an empire, should remember how our ancestors lived.  Our histories are intertwined, and may God grant us the opportunity to pass on knowledge of this history to future generations.  We should never forget our common history and we must always be friends to each other and help each other.  I am very pleased that members of my family and my relatives, who have come here from many different corners of Europe, are taking part in this wonderful anniversary.  I hope it will not be 100 years before we can come here together again.  After my first trip to Crimea, I went and told everyone about this wondrous region.  I very much hope that our dear guests today will be filled with the same wonder as I was and am, and will come back here many times in the future.”
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The Grand Duchess emphasized her belief that support for and participation in social and educational programs are the best way to mark this anniversary.  The best monuments to our holy saints and to the heroes of the Time of Troubles that we could possibly erect are good works and other assistance we can offer to those in need.  These monuments, which are made of love and charity in our hearts, are much stronger than those built of stone or bronze in city squares.

Words of welcome to Their Imperial Highnesses were also offered by the Permanent Representative of the President of Ukraine in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Viktor Tarasovich Plakida, and by the Mayor of the city of Yalta, Sergei Fedorovich Ilash.

According to the First Deputy Chair of the Council of Ministers of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Pavel Nikolaevich Burlakov, the 400th anniversary of the House of Romanoff is a “deeply solemn event for Crimea because the entire history of the peninsula is linked to the House of Romanoff.”  He continued:  “The Romanoff name is uttered proudly in Crimea:  this dynasty built roads, churches, hospitals, and beautiful palaces and parks.  And of course, the government of Crimea will do everything in its power to preserve and further develop this cultural and historic heritage that we now possess.  We are enormously grateful to you for all you do.  And, of course, we would like you to visit this wondrous and blessed land of Crimea again and often.”

Next rose the Head of the House of Toerring-Jettenbach, Count Hans-Veit of Toerring-Jettenbach—the grandson of Grand Duchess Elena Vladimirovna and Prince Nicholas of Greece and Denmark, and the son of Princess Elizabeth of Greece and Denmark and of Count Karl-Theodor of Toerring-Jettenbach.  Count Hans-Veit is also the second cousin of Grand Duchess Maria of Russia.  As the eldest by age, Count Hans-Veit spoke for all the royal relatives of the Russian Imperial House attending these celebrations, expressing his heartfelt gratitude for this wonderful gala event and his joy that in Ukraine, and particularly here in Crimea, the historical heritage and respect for the House of Romanoff has been so carefully preserved. 

Then followed a short speech from the Director of the Chancellery of the Head of the Russian Imperial House, Alexander Nikolaevich Zakatov.  He pointed to and described the gift that each guest received from the Head of the Russian Imperial House as a memento of this celebration—medallions in honor of the 400th anniversary of the dynasty.  The Moscow Mint produced 150 medallions especially for this event.

The government of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea presented to Grand Duchess Maria of Russia and Tsesarevich George of Russia a unique album entitled Imperial Visits to Crimea [Avgusteishie visity v Krym], which reproduces 109 photographs from the photo albums of Romanoffs who had visited Crimea in 1900, 1902, and 1909.  These photos are part of the collection of archival materials preserved in the Vorontsov Palace, and have never before been published.

On behalf of the First Hierarch of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (Moscow Patriarchate), His Beatitude Vladimir of Kiev and all Ukraine, Bishop Damian conveyed to Grand Duke George the metropolitan’s blessing as well as a special gift:  a beautiful set of insignia of the Imperial Order of St. Andrew the First-Called.

Each guest also received postal envelopes featuring stamps issued by the Postal Service of Ukraine in a series entitled “The 400th Anniversary of the Imperial House Romanoff.”  The envelopes were each autographed by the Grand Duchess.
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After Their Imperial Highnesses blew out the candles on the anniversary cake, the evening continued on, Their Imperial Highnesses chatting with guests, with the organizers of the reception, and with journalists in the Italian Courtyard of the palace—entertained all the while by the Yalta orchestra.

Later, all the representatives of the royal houses and other honored guests were dazzled by a fireworks display in honor of the 400th anniversary of the Imperial House of Romanoff.

“This is the first time there has ever been an evening such as this in the history of the Livadia Palace, attended by so many members of royal and Imperial houses from so many countries around the world,” said Laris Dekusheva, the Director of the Livadia Palace Museum.  “Of course,” she continued,” we have been preparing for this event for a long time and we have striven, on the one hand, to make this a stately event, and, on the other, to make all our guests feel entirely at home.  After all, Maria Vladimirovna and Georgii Mikhailovich have returned to the home of their ancestors.  The atmosphere was therefore very homey, warm, and open-armed.”

“The entire history of Crimea is linked to the House of Romanoff,” said Aleksei Chernyak, the Chair of the Parliamentary Committee for Crimea.  “Everything that they built here is the legacy of all the people of Ukraine.”

“The Grand Duchess and the Tsesarevich showed such good will and such cheer, as well as a natural ability to relate to everyone they met,” noted a journalist who reported on the event.

“Members of these royal families were far less demanding on us than, for example, the majority of the movie stars we might meet.  This is undoubtedly because they have genuine dignity, genuine respect—both for themselves and for those around them.  They don’t have anything to prove to anyone,” said Alexander Zakatov, the Director of the Chancellery of the Russian Imperial House.  “Grand Duchess Maria of Russia has one, and only one, special request she always makes:  to have a tea kettle in her room and fresh water and lemon, so she can have her tea and lemon when she wants.  She understands perfectly how conditions can vary in different places.  Back in the 1990s, during the first decade of the Imperial House’s involvement again in the social life of her homeland, she had to stay in hotels that didn’t have working lights or hot water, much less air conditioning or other amenities.  She never complained in the slightest about these conditions.   Yes, there are places where the situation is not always very comfortable, but this is—every part of it—her homeland.” 

After the fireworks, as midnight approached, the foreign royal guests decided that they would like to tour the palace and its grounds so they could see and understand for themselves the way the tsars used to live in this palace.  The guide/translator quickly arranged for a tour of all the halls.  And so, for the first time in its history, the Livadia Palace’s fabulous rooms and corridors played host to a tour for members of the world’s foreign royalty.  

[image: image38.jpg]



Of special interest to them were the many documents and photographs on display in the palace, which preserve moments in the daily lives of their relatives and ancestors.

“Our guests seemed especially to like the rooms where the Imperial Family lived, and Emperor Nicholas II’s study,” said the museum’s Assistant Director for Research, Oleg Shamrii.  “Maria Vladimirovna and George Mikhailovich examined the many photos we have of the time before the Revolution.”  The tour lasted about an hour, and if it had not been so late, the royal guests would likely have studied the history of the House of Romanoff for much longer. 
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Those present at the gala at Livadia Palace in honor of the 400th anniversary of the House of Romanoff included the following: 

Government Officials of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea:

Vladimir Andreevich Konstantinov, Speaker of the Parliament (Verkhovnaia Rada) of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, and his wife;

Pavel Nikolaevich Burlakov, First Deputy Chair of the Council of Ministers of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea;

Viktor Tarasovich Plakida, Permanent Representative of the President of Ukraine to the Autonomous Republic of Crimea;

Olga Maksimovna Udovina, Vice-Chair of the Council of Ministers of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the Administrator of the Office of the Council of Ministers;

Alena Aleksandrovna Plakida, Minister of Culture of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea;

Nver Mnatsakanovich Mkhitarian, Ukrainian Member of Parliament, and his wife;

Aleksei Iurievich Chernyak, Chair of the Crimean Parliament’s Standing Committee for Health Resorts, Tourism, and Entrepreneurship, and his wife; and

Sergei Pavlovich Tsekov, Chair of the Crimean Parliament’s Standing Committee for Culture.

Clergy:

His Beatitude Metropolitan Lazar of Simferopol and Crimea;

His Beatitude Metropolitan Platon of Feodosia and Kerch;

His Grace Bishop Damian of Fastov, Vicar of the Kievan Metropolia;

His Grace Schema-Bishop Alipii;

Archimandrite Kirill, Rector of the church of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker in Fastov.

Foreign Royalty:

His Majesty, King Fuad II of Egypt and Sudan;

The Head of the Portuguese Royal House (and de jure King of Portugal), His Royal Highness Duke Dom Duarte Pio of Orleans-Braganza, Duke of Braganza;

The Head of the Albanian Royal House (de jure King of Albania), His Royal Highness Prince Leka II of Albania,
 with his fianc?e, Elia Zaharia;
 

The Head of the Princely House of Leiningen, His Serene Highness Prince Andreas, 8th Prince zu Leiningen, 
 with his wife, Her Royal Highness Princess Alexandra, born Duchess of Brunswick-L?neburg, Princess of Hanover;

The Head of the House of Toerring-Jettenbach, His Illustrious Highness Count Hans-Veit of Toerring-Jettenbach;

Of the Imperial and Royal House of Habsburg:  His Imperial and Royal Highness Maximilian, Archduke of Austria and Prince Royal of Hungary and Bohemia;
 Her Imperial and Royal Highness, Archduchess Helene of Austria and Princess Royal of Hungary and Bohemia;
 His Imperial and Royal Highness Karl Joseph, Archduke of Austria and Prince Royal of Hungary and Bohemia;
 Her Imperial and Royal Highness Margarita, Archduchess of Austria and Royal Princess of Hungary and Bohemia and Princess of Hohenberg;

Of the Grand Ducal and Margravial House of Z?hringen:  His Grand Ducal Highness Prince Ludwig of Baden;
 and Her Grand Ducal Highness Princess and Margravine Maria Anna of Baden;

Of the Italian Royal House:  Her Royal Highness Princess Maria Gabriella of Savoy;

Of the Yugoslav and Serbian Royal House of Karadjordjevic:  His Royal Highness, Prince Michael of Yugoslavia;
 His Royal Highness Prince Vladimir of Yugoslavia;
 and Her Royal Highness Princess Brigitta of Yugoslavia.
 

Guests Accompanying Members of Foreign Royal Houses at the Reception:

Madame Nelly Vischer (accompanying His Majesty, King Fuad II of Egypt and Sudan); 

His Excellency Count Alexis Stenbock-Fermor (godson of His Royal Highness Duke Duarte of Braganza); 

Mr. Georges Antaki (a member of the suite accompanying His Royal Highness Duke Duarte of Braganza); 

Mr. Giovanni Rondanini (accompanying Her Royal Highness Princess Maria Gabriella of Savoy); 

Mr. Thomas Frasheri (a member of the suite accompanying His Royal Highness Prince Leka II of Albania); 

Miss Ferial Vrioni (a member of the suite accompanying His Royal Highness Prince Leka II of Albania); 

Mr. John Palmer (a member of the suite accompanying His Royal Highness Prince Vladimir of Yugoslavia); 

Mr. Oliver Coutau-B?garie (a member of the suite accompanying Princess Brigitta of Yugoslavia); and 

Mrs. Chrisa Sarhage (a member of the suite accompanying Her Royal Highness Princess Brigitta of Yugoslavia).

Diplomats and Other Honored Foreign Guests:
Igor Borisovich Sevastianov, Senior Advisor to the Russian Embassy in Ukraine;

Iurii Iurievich Didenko, Consul-General of the Russian Federation in Odessa, with his wife;

His Excellency Jean-Marie de Musy, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta in Spain;

The Lady Ashcombe (Mary Elizabeth Cubitt), wife of the Right Honorable Henry Edward Cubitt, the 4th Baron Ashcombe, and aunt of Her Royal Highness Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall, the wife of the Heir of the throne of Great Britain, Prince Charles of Wales;

Mr. Cyrille Boulay, Advisor to Her Imperial Highness, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, for international affairs;

Mr. Jean-Luc Gauz?re, an attorney in Paris, France;

Mr. Per Bjorn-Hansen;

Mr. Patrick Scheffer;

Mr. Maxime Charron; 

Mr. Jean-S?bastien Robine;

Mrs. Claudia Robine.

On September 23, an investiture ceremony took place during which His Grace Bishop Damian of Fastov was awarded the Imperial Order of St. Anna First Class.  Afterward, Their Imperial Highnesses and their party departed their lodgings in Yalta for the Simferopol International Airport.

Their Imperial Highnesses were accompanied on their way to the airport by the Vice-Speaker of the Parliament of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Grigorii Adolfovich Ioffe; the Vice-Chair of the Council of Ministers of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the Administrator of the Office of the Council of Ministers, Olga Maksimovna Udovina; the Secretary of the City Council of Simferopol, Alexander Gennadievich Maltsev; the Chair of the Crimean Parliament’s Standing Committee for Health Resorts, Tourism, and Entrepreneurship, Aleksei Iurievich Chernyak; the Head of the Office of Events of the Parliament of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Violetta Igorievna Chikunova; the Rector of the Church of the Holy Great Martyr St. Dmitrii of Solun, the Church of the Holy Equal-to-the-Apostles St. Mary Magdalene, and the Church of St. Luke in Simferopol, Archpriest Iosif Farkovets; the Secretary of the Simferopol and Crimean Diocese and Rector of the Ss. Peter and Paul Cathedral, Archpriest Alexander Yankushechkin; the Director of the Office of Interregional Relations of the Chancellery of the Head of the Russian Imperial House, Her Imperial Highness Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, and the Chief Coordinator of Her Imperial Highness’s Official Travels, Prince Vadim Olegovich Lopukhin; the Advisor to H.I.H.’s Chancellery for Coordination with Social Organizations and Agencies of the Ukrainian and Crimean Governments, Vladislav Pilkevich; and the Assistant Director of the Foundation “Museum of the Imperial House of Romanoff,” Yana Sergeevna Smolova.  After several last conversations with the members of this group, the Grand Duchess presided at an investiture ceremony, where O. M. Udovina was awarded the Imperial Order of the Holy Great Martyr Anastasia.

That same day, the Head of the Russian Imperial House, H.I.H. Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, and H.I.H. the Heir, Tsesarevich, and Grand Duke George of Russia, departed for Moscow, from which they later flew on to Madrid.

The celebrations in Livada of the 400th anniversary of the end of the Time of Troubles and the ascension of the House of Romanoff have left an indelible mark on history and a warm and fond memory in the hearts of Their Imperial Highnesses and of all those who participated in them.  

Chancellery of the Head of the Russian Imperial House,

H.I.H. Grand Duchess Maria of Russia
� Fuad II (born January 16, 1952, in Cairo), King of Egypt and Sudan from 1952.  He was ousted from power in 1953.  The only son of King Farouka I (1920-1965) and Queen Narriman (1933-2005).  Sovereign of Egypt’s Royal Orders of Chivalry.  Field Marshal of Egypt’s Army, Admiral of Egypt’s Navy, and Air Marshall of Egypt’s Air Force.  Graduate of the Institute le Rosey-Rolle in Switzerland.  Member of the Muhammad Ali Dynasty, which ruled Egypt as Wāli, Khedives, Sultans, and Kings from 1805.  It is noteworthy that, thanks to the hospitality of the Egyptian rulers of the House of Muhammad Ali, many Russian immigrants were able to find refuge in Egypt during the first half of the 20th century.


� Duarte (born May 15, 1945 in Bern, Switzerland) has since 1976 been the Head of the Portuguese Royal House and the 24th Duke of Braganza, Marquis of Vila-Vi?osa, and Count of Arraiolos, of Our?m, of Barcelos, of Faria, of Neiva, and of Guimar?es.  The eldest son of the Head of the Portuguese Royal House, Duarte Nuno, Prince Royal of Portugal, Duke of Braganza (1907-1076) and Princess Maria Francisca of Orl?ans-Braganza, Princess of Brazil (1914-1968).  He is the Sovereign of the dynastic Orders of the Portuguese Royal House, Bailiff Grand Cross of Honor and Devotion of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta, Knight of the Order of the Golden Fleece (Austrian), Knight of the Order of the Most Holy Annuciation, Grand Cross of the Order of the Holy Sepulcher, and so on.  He studied at Col?gio Nun'?lvres, the Col?gio Militar in Lisbon, and at the Graduate Institute of Developmental Studies in Geneva.  He is an officer in the Portuguese Air Force and took part in military actions in Angola.  He is the honorary patron of several charities.  He is an honorary citizen of East Timor, and led a group that successfully supported the independence of East Timor from Indonesia.  He is President of the Portuguese-Russian Society of Friendship.  He is a member of the House of Braganza—a branch of the Aviz line of the Capetian dynasty, which ruled Portugal with breaks from 1093 to 1853, and Brazil from 1822 to 1899.  In 2003, the Head of the Russian Imperial House, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, visited Portugal as the guest of the Head of the Portuguese Royal House.  Earlier, in 1995, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia and her mother, the Dowager Grand Duchess Leonida Georgievna, were among the honored guests attending his wedding with Isabel de Her?dia.  


� Leka II (born March 26, 1982, in Johannesburg, South Africa) has from 2011 been the Head of the Royal House of Albania.  He is the only son of King Leka I of Albania (1939-2011) and his wife, Queen Susan Cullen-Ward (1941-2004).  He is the Sovereign of the Albanian dynastic Orders of Besa, Skanderbeg, and Bravery.  Knight Grand Cross of the Italian Royal Order of Saints Maurice and Lazarus.  Graduate of the St. Peter’s College in Johannesburg (South Africa), the Royal Military Academy of Sandhurst (United Kingdom), the University for Foreigners in Perugia (Italy), and the Albanian Military Academy of Skanderbeg.  He is also the founder of the youth leadership program of the Movement for National Development.  In 2007, he entered service in the Albanian Foreign Ministry, and in 2009 he served in the Albanian Ministry of the Interior.  In 2012, he became a political advisor to President Bujar Nishani.  He is an honorary citizen of the Albanian cities of Burrel and B?rdic?.  He is the President of the Golf Federation of Albania, and is the sponsor of a number of children’s charities.  The founder of the Zogu-Skanderbeg dynasty, Ahmet-Bey Zog (Zogolli) (1895-1961) descended from an ancient Albanian family of Beys.  Between January and November 1920, and from December 1921 to December 1922, Ahmet-Bey Zog was Minister of the Interior, and from December 1922 to February 1924, he was Prime Minister of Albania.  During the June Revolution of 1924, he fled to the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes.  In December 1924, with the support of White Russian ?migr? forces, Zog overthrew the government and assumed the office of President of the Republic of Albania.  On August 25, 1928, he proclaimed himself King of Albania, and on September 1, 1928, the Parliament recognized him as king with the regnal name Zog I Skanderbeg III.  The Italian invasion of Albania in 1939 forced Zog I to flee Albania.  While in exile, Zog I’s son and heir, Leka I, supported close ties with the Russian Imperial House and was one of many foreign royals who attended the wedding of Grand Duchess Maria of Russia in 1976.


� Elia Zaharia (born February 8, 1983, in Tirana, Albania) is an Albanian actress.  Through her father, she is a descendant of the Beys of Dagnum (Danj?).  She studied at the University of Paris 8 St.-Denis in Paris, at the National Conservatory of Bordeaux, and at the Arts Lyceum Jordan Misja (Art).  She has played many roles in theater and film.  In 2010 she became engaged to the Head of the Albanian Royal House, Leka II.


� Andreas (born November 27, 1955, in Frankfurt-am-Main) has since 1991 been the Head of the Princely House of Leiningen.  The second son of Prince Emich-Kirill zu Leiningen (1926-1991) and his wife, Princess Eilika of Oldenburg (born 1928).  Through his grandmother, the Russian Grand Duchess Maria Kirillovna (1907-1951), he is the first cousin once removed of the current Head of the Russian Imperial House, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia.  Prince Andreas is a member of a sovereign German house which dates back to the 11th century, members of which were Landgrafs of Alsace and Zweibr?cken.  In 1779, the Leiningen Imperial Counts were elevated to the rank of Princes of the Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation.  In 1806, after the dissolution of the Holy Roman Empire, the House of Leiningen was mediatized along with other Imperial princely houses. The Princely House of Leiningen is related to the Russian Imperial House, the Royal House of Great Britain, the Yugoslav and Serbian House, the Bulgarian Royal House, the Grand Ducal House of Baden, the Grand Ducal House of Oldenburg, the Princely House of Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen, and others. Members of the Princely House of Leiningen are among the largest landowners in Germany. 





� Alexandra (born February 18, 1959, in Hanover) has since 1981 been the wife of Prince Andreas zu Leiningen (the present Head of the Princely House of Leiningen).  She is the younger daughter of the Head of the Royal House of Hanover, Ernst-August IV, Duke of Brunswick-L?neburg and Prince of Hanover (1914-1987) and his wife, Duchess Ortrud, Duchess of Schleswig-Holstein-Sonderburg-Gl?cksburg (1925-1980).  Princess Alexandra is the sister of the current Head of the Royal House of Hanover, Ernst-August V, Duke of Brunswick-L?neburg and Prince of Hanover, who is married to Princess Caroline of Monaco.  She is the great-great-great-great-granddaughter of Grand Duchess Maria Pavlovna of Russia (1786-1859), the daughter of Emperor Paul I.  She is a member of the ancient German Welf dynasty, which dates back to the 8th century.  Members of the various branches of this family have sat on the thrones of Swabia, Burgundy, Brunswick, Hanover, Great Britain, and Russia (Emperor Ivan VI Antonovich), among others.


� Hans-Veit (born January 11, 1935, in Munich) has since 1967 been the Head of the House of Toerring-Jettenbach.  He is the only son of Count Karl-Theodor of Toerring-Jettenbach (1900-1967) and his wife, Countess Elizabeth, Princess of Greece and Denmark (1904-1955).  Through his grandmother, Grand Duchess Elena Vladimirovna of Russia (1882-1957), he is the second cousin of the current Head of the Russian Imperial House, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia.  He is a member of an upper Bavaria dynasty that dates back to the 12th century and which was elevated in 1630 to the rank of Counts of the Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation.  At the turn of the 19th century, as a result of the Napoleonic Wars, the House of the Imperial Counts of Toerring-Jettenbach was mediatized, and its lands were divided between the kingdom of Bavaria and the kingdom of W?rttemberg.  The House of Torrring-Jettenbach has produced a number of leading Bavarian statesmen, military commanders, bishops, courtiers, playwrights, politicians, and academicians.  Kinship ties closely link the House of Toerring-Jettenbach with the Austrian Imperial House, the Bavarian Royal House, the Greek Royal House, the Princely House of Hohenlohe, and with other prominent families of the European aristocracy.  Current members of the House of Toerring-Jettenbach are active in business and philanthropy.  Their properties include extensive agricultural lands and forests, as well as breweries and mining companies.


� Maximilian (born September 8, 1961) is a member of the Austrian Imperial and Hungarian Royal House.  He is the son of Archduke Ferdinand (1918-2004) and his wife, Archduchess Helene of Toerring-Jettenbach (born 1937).  He is a member of the Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem of Rhodes and Malta.  


� Helene (born May 20, 1937, in Schlo? Winh?ring, Bavaria, Germany) is a member of the Austrian Imperial and Hungarian Royal House.  She is the daughter of Count Karl-Theodor of Toerring-Jettenbach (1900-1967) and his wife, Countess Elizabeth of Greece and Denmark (1904-1955).  She is the sister of the Count Hans-Veit, Head of the House of Toerring-Jettenbach (of whom, see above).  Since 1956, Helene has been the spouse of His Imperial and Royal Highness, Ferdinand, Archduke of Austria and Prince Royal of Hungary and Bohemia (1918-2004).  Through her grandmother, Grand Duchess Elena Vladimirovna (1882-1957), she is the second cousin of the Head of the Russian Imperial House, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia.


� Karl-Joseph (born March 18, 1960, in Feldafing, Bavaria, Germany) is a member of the Austrian Imperial and Hungarian Royal House.  He is the son of J?szef ?rp?d, General Captain of the Order of Vit?z, Archduke of Austria, Prince Royal of Hungary and Bohemia (born 1933) and his wife, Archduchess Maria of L?wenstein-Wertheim-Rosenberg (born 1935).  The daughter of Emperor Paul I of Russia, Alexandra Pavlovna (1783-1801) was the first wife of Karl-Joseph’s great-great-great-grandfather, Joseph Anton (1776-1847), Palatine of Hungary.  He is a member of the Hungarian Order of Vit?z.  The Imperial Habsburg dynasty is one of the most ancient ruling dynasties in Europe.  At various times, its members have ruled the Holy Roman Empire, Spain, Naples, Austria-Hungary, Tuscany, Modena, Mexico, and other lands.


� Margarete (born June 19, 1963, in Vienna, Austria) is a member of the Austrian Imperial and Hungarian Royal House.  She was born a Princess of Hohenberg.  She is a member of the line of Dukes of Hohenberg that descend from the morganatic marriage of the Heir of the Austro-Hungarian throne, His Imperial Highness Franz Ferdinand, Archduke of Austria and Prince Royal of Hungary and Bohemia, and Duke of Modena (1863-1914).  Since her marriage to Archduke Joseph Karl in 1990, she has the title Archduchess of Austria and Princess Royal of Hungary and Bohemia.


� Ludwig (born March 16, 1937, in Karlsruhe, Germany) is a member of the Grand Ducal House of Baden.  He is the younger son of the Head of the Grand Ducal House, Berthold, Margrave of Baden and Duke of Z?hringen (1906-1963) and his wife, Margravine Theodora of Greece and Denmark (1906-1969).  Ludwig is the brother of the current Head of the Grand Ducal House of Baden, Maximilian, and a nephew of Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh, wife of Queen Elizabeth II of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.  He is also the great-grandson of Grand Duchess Olga Konstantinovna, Queen of Greece (1851-1926), and the great-great-grandson of Grand Duchess Maria Nikolaevna, Duchess of Leuchtenberg (1819-1879), the daughter of Emperor Nicholas I of Russia.  The House of Z?hringen is a very old Swabian family that dates back to the 10th century, members of which were Dukes of Carinthia and Margraves of Verona (1061-1077), Dukes of Swabia (1092-1097), Dukes of Z?hringen (1097-1218), “Rectors” and Dukes of Burgundy (1127-1218), and Dukes of Teck (1187-1432), as well as the rulers (from 1112 as Margraves, from 1803 as Princes-Elector, and from 1806 as Grand Dukes) of Baden (until 1918).


� Anna (born December 15, 1943, in Zseliz, Hungary) is a member of the Grand Ducal House of Baden.  She was born a princess of Auersperg-Bruenner.  The Auersperg family was elevated in 1630 to the rank of Counts of the Holy Roman Empire, and in 1653 to the rank of Princes of the Holy Roman Empire.  The Auersperg titles were mediatized in 1806.  Princess Anna married Prince Ludwig of Baden in 1967.


� Maria Gabriella (born February 24, 1949, in Naples, Italy) is the second daughter of King Umberto II of Italy (1904-1983) and Queen Maria Jos? of Belgium (1906-2001).  She is the younger sister of the current Head of the Italian Royal House, Victor-Emmanuel IV, Duke of Savoy and Prince of Naples.  From 1969 to 1990, she was married to Robert Zellinger de Balkany.  She is a Dame Grand Cross of the Order of Saints Maurice and Lazarus.  She graduated from the University of Geneva.  She is a translator, art expert, and the author of several works on the history of the House of Savoy.  She is the President of the Professor Mario Dogliotti Foundation, which helps to provide cardiac care to children from low-income families.  The House of Savoy ruled as Counts of Savoy and Margraves of Susa since the 11th century.  From 1416, they ruled as Dukes of Savoy, and from 1716, as Kings of Sardinia-Piedmont.  From 1861 to 1946, they ruled as Kings of Italy and, for brief periods, as the monarchs of Spain, Croatia, Albania, and Ethiopia.


� Michael (born June 18, 1958, in Boulogne-sur-Seine, Haute-de-Seine, ?le-de-France, France) is a member of the Serbian and Yugoslav Royal House.  He is the son of Prince Alexander of Yugoslavia (born 1924) and Princess Maria Pia of Savoy (born 1934).  Through his great-grandmother, Grand Duchess Elena Vladimiorovna of Russia (1882-1957), he is the second cousin once removed of the present Head of the Russian Imperial House, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, and the first cousin twice removed of Princess Elena Petrovna of Serbia (1884-1962), who was married to Prince-of-the-Imperial Blood Ioann Konstantinovich of Russia (1886-1918).  He is a graduate of the European Business School in Paris.  He is a successful businessman and a member of the Board of Directors of Visionary Alternatives, Inc., which provides medical support for critically ill patients.  The House of Karadjordjevic has been both the princely (1842-1859) and royal (1903-1941) dynasty of Serbia and Yugoslavia. 


� Vladimir (born March 21, 1964, in London) is a member of the Serbian and Yugoslav Royal House.  He is the son of Prince Andrew of Yugoslavia (1929-1990) and Princess Kira of Leiningen (1930-2005).  Through his grandmother, Grand Duchess Maria Kirillovna of Russia (1907-1951), he is the first cousin once removed of the current Head of the Russian Imperial House, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia.  He graduated from the Naval School in London.  He has worked in the tourism industry and is the founder of the charity “Mother and Child,” which provides assistance to Serbian refugees and children who have been affected by the NATO bombings.


� Brigitta (born July 7, 1956, in Bad Salzuflen, Germany) is a member of the Serbian and Yugoslav Royal House (n?e Brigitta M?ller).  In 2000, she married Prince Vladimir of Yugoslavia.  She is a fashion designer and active as a philanthropist.





